MINUTES

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. BUTCH MOSELY AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Chairman Rich gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approving the minutes for the Board of Commissioners’ meeting held April 14, 2009.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, April 14, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS/DELEGATIONS

Chairman Rich recognized District Attorney Joe Mulholland.  Mr. Mulholland discussed the State’s budget and how it was affecting his office and staff.  Mr. Mulholland stated that his employees began taking a one-day furlough in September 2008 and has been taking two unpaid days off from work since January and will go on furlough for three days per month starting in June.  Mr. Mulholland stated the furloughs are expected to end in December 31, 2009 but there will be no step increases for any employees.  Mr. Mulholland said his office has stretched its budget as far as it can.  Mr. Mulholland asked commissioners to temporarily suspend the $1200.00 in monthly rent the District Attorney’s office pays until December 31, 2009 when the furloughs will end.  Mr. Mulholland said his office prosecutes cases in five counties and has satellite offices in Grady and Mitchell counties, which are rent free.  Second, Mr. Mulholland asked commissioners to consider giving him 10 percent of money gained from assets the sheriff department, state troopers, police department and other law enforcement entity make from drug forfeitures.  Mr. Mulholland stated both Mitchell and Grady counties agreed to this.  Mr. Mulholland said his office currently helps process drug forfeitures and the Sheriff’s office keeps the cash proceeds or any value of the forfeitures.  Mr. Mulholland stated his office would get an average of about $1,500.00 yearly if the commissioners agree to share 10 percent of the forfeiture money.  Mr. Mulholland said finally a Superior Court grand jury is scheduled to inspect the Courthouse Annex sometime this year.  Mr. Mulholland said he understands county officials have been working on repairing the building’s problems and would therefore hold off the inspection until the July court term.  Commissioner Mosely asked what the status was on the repairs of the roof at the Annex.  County Administrator Patton said he was waiting on the results of an architecture firm to get some specs so the roof could be bid out.  A brief discussion followed concerning the roof at the Annex.  Chairman Rich said the commissioners would discuss Mr. Mulholland’s request and get back to him with answers.  Vice Chairman Perry stated amendments to the budget would have to be done in order to approve these requests and the finance committee would look into it.  Mr. Mulholland asked if the commissioners could make a decision on the 10 percent of the drug forfeitures today.  Commissioner Perry said he would like more information on this before making a decision. Commissioner Mosely asked Mr. Mulholland to discuss this with Sheriff Griffin before the board made a decision.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to table this issue until more information could be given on this issue and be discussed with the finance committee.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  Mr. Patton stated this could be made retroactive if approved.  Commissioner Stafford asked Mr. Mulholland to look into the established policy when it comes to the distribution of these forfeitures.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to table the issue of suspending the rent of the Annex until the finance committee could discuss the budget amendments that would have to be made.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Commissioner Mosely asked if the rent would be made retroactive also.  Vice Chairman Perry stated it would if the finance committee could make the budget amendments work.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Chairman Rich recognized Suzanne Brandt, Executive Director of Keep Decatur County Beautiful.  Ms. Brandt provided the commissioners an update of recent work regarding litter cleanup and recycling along with a printout of the schedule of road cleanups.  Ms. Brandt described local volunteer projects associated with the ongoing Great American Cleanup.  Commissioner Mosely asked Ms. Brandt to look into the bridges where trash has gathered on the curbs and mildew on them.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Richard Jordon.  Mr. Jordan asked for an update on the Slough Loop situation from the recent flooding.  Mr. Patton stated Decatur County is now eligible to receive both individual assistance, money that would help flood-affected residents as well as public assistance; a larger amount of money the county government could use to repair flood-damaged roads, bridges and other infrastructure.  Mr. Patton said the county is waiting on the president to declare a disaster, once this has been done, FEMA may bring a team of 10 to 12 people and use Decatur County as one of the response centers.  Mr. Patton said county officials are waiting for the water in the Slough Loop area to go down farther to reconnect homes to well water.  Mr. Patton stated that Slough Loop is on the priority list to get water back to the residents as soon as the water goes down so that equipment can be brought in.  

Chairman Rich recognized Robert Sodrel.  Mr. Sodrel requested the County Road Department make improvements to Allen Phillips, Holt, Jones and Fewell roads due to the effects of recent rainfall by putting gravel on these roads.  Commissioner Mosely stated there was no money in the budget for this to be done.  Commissioner Mosely stated there were other roads in far worse shape than these roads Mr. Sodrel had mentioned.  A brief discussion followed between Mr. Sodrel and Commissioner Mosely.  Vice Chairman Perry called for Point of Order.

Chairman Rich recognized Larry Carroll.  Mr. Carroll addressed commissioners on the nuisance ordinance.  Mr. Carroll stated there was a lot left for interpretation in the ordinance but the county needs to start somewhere and he felt this was a good start.  Mr. Carroll stated his desire was for the commissioners to adopt the ordinance presented to them today but citizens could come before the board in the future to suggest changes if necessary.  Commissioner Mosely stated he had the same reservations as Mr. Carroll and agreed that changes could be made along the way.

NEW BUSINESS
Consider Approval of Nuisance Ordinance.  Chairman Rich asked if any changes had been made to the nuisance ordinance since the last meeting.  Mr. Patton stated no changes have been made.  Mr. Patton stated this ordinance is a document for the citizens of Decatur County to live by but changes could be made when and if necessary.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the Decatur County Nuisance Ordinance.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

