MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS, GARY PHILLIPS AND GLENDA BATTLE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Pastor Jeff Stapleton gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add Financial reports for February and March of 2008.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the amendment as requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Robert Coney.  Mr. Coney asked the commissioners to consider keeping record of the attendance of county commissioners at each meeting.
Chairman Rich recognized Dr. Leslie Dellenbarger and Joe Todd, residents of the Whispering Pines subdivision.  Dr. Dellenbarger and Mr. Todd asked for an update on a hydrology study commissioned by the county government after the neighborhood experienced problems with standing storm water.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated that a hydrologist has been contracted.  Mr. Patton said they are now working on a topographic survey and hydrology calculation then will evaluate alternate solutions and prepare a preliminary site plan.  Mr. Patton stated he felt they would know something by the summer and assured Dr. Dellenbarger that the study is moving forward.  Commissioner Nichols stated that the county had no rules in place to condemn an abandoned residence that exacerbated the problem.  Commissioner Nichols stated that the county had written several letters to the home owner and the mortgage company to try to purchase the property and they would not sell.  Mr. Patton stated that he would let Dr. Dellenbarger and Mr. Todd know the results of the hydrology study as soon as he heard from the engineers.
Chairman Rich recognized Luther Bell Jr. and Lorene Freeman, residents of Carrie Bell Drive.  Both residents spoke of concern to pave Carrie Bell Drive which has eight residences and a church on it.  Vice Chairman Mosely acknowledged he had seen the bad condition the road sometimes experiences and suggested a new method of mixing rocks with dirt to maintain a drivable surface.  Mr. Freeman asked the commissioners to put Carrie Bell Drive back on the road paving priority list.  

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, April 8, 2008.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Acknowledgement of the Financial Reports for February and March, 2008.  Finance Director Carl Rowland presented the financial reports for February and March, 2008.  Vice Chairman Mosely asked that Mr. Rowland give the board a brief update on the reports.  Mr. Rowland stated that the county departments were following their current fiscal year’s budgets and the county had recently added money from the prior year’s budget back into the general fund.  Mr. Rowland stated that higher gas prices were a concern and that next year’s budget process would begin in May.

Consider Reappointing Mike Tabb to the Circuit Liaison Committee for Indigent Defense.  Mr. Patton stated that Mr. Tabb has served on this committee since 2004 and recommended that the board reappoint Mr. Tabb for another term.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to reappoint Mike Tabb to the Circuit Liaison Committee for Indigent Defense.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Perry asked that Mr. Patton see if Decatur County might possibly get a representative on the committee in the future, as it has the largest population of the five-county judicial circuit.  
Commissioner Nichols expressed concern on the slow progress on completion of the rail spur crossing Spring Creek Road.  Commissioner Nichols said this is hindering businesses that could make use of it.  Commissioner Nichols stated that he had recently met with two of the Georgia Gulf Sulphur Company leaders, Randy Dunlap and Chad Braswell, and said he wanted to know what the holdup on the project was.  Commissioner Nichols said Seminole Biodiesel, which is operating in the Commodore Decatur Industrial Park, could also benefit from using the rail spur.  Mr. Patton stated that a set-back in April 2007 was due to a contractor who failed to put down sub-ballast, the rocks between the rail bed and rail ties, underneath the spur’s track.  Mr. Patton stated that the error resulted in the track having to be lifted up, causing further delay.  Mr. Patton said Mike Floyd Paving and Excavating has been contracted to do the grading to connect the spur to CSX’s track, however that has to be approved by the railroad’s engineering firm.  Commissioner Nichols requested that a periodic report be given on the rail spur’s progress in the future.  Chairman Rich requested that Mr. Patton invite Rebecca Martin with the Development Authority to the next Commissioner’s meeting to give an update on this project.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated that the board went into executive session to discuss several personnel issues concerning employment of public employees and there was no action to be taken by the board.
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

