MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2011
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COMMISSIONERS DR. EARL PERRY, RUSSELL SMITH, OLIVER SELLERS AND FRANK LOEFFLER, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Mosely called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Commissioner Frank Loeffler gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
County Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add Acknowledge Financial Reports for March, 2011.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the amendment as requested.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
None presented.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Mosely recognized Josh Paske.  Mr. Paske stated he was with Friendship House of Jesus, a non-profit organization that offers after school and summer time programs for children.  Mr. Paske stated Friendship House was celebrating their 20 year anniversary on Thursday, May 5th, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. and invited everyone to attend.  Commissioner Loeffler and Chairman Mosely thanked Mr. Paske for all the work and accomplishments Friendship House has done with the children.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, April 12, 2011.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed.
NEW BUSINESS

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Reports for March, 2011.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to acknowledge receipt of financial reports for March, 2011.  Vice Chairman Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Amendment to the Animal Control Ordinance to Shorten the Length of the Confinement Period from (5) days to (3) days.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve this amendment to the Animal Control Ordinance.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  Commissioner Sellers asked how much money would this save the County in expenses.  Animal Control Ordinance Coordinator Lt. Rick Ashley of the Decatur County Sheriff’s Office stated reducing the confinement period from 5 days to 3 days could possibly save the county around $12,000.00 to $18,000.00 per year.  Lt. Ashley stated three days would be in line with the city and other counties.  Commissioner Sellers asked “what if an animal’s owner is out of town on vacation and the animal gets out and is picked up and taken to the animal shelter?”  Mr. Patton said the three day holding period is the minimum length of time animals must be kept before they are put up for adoption or euthanized.  Mr. Patton said it would be at the discretion of the animal shelter’s supervisors whether or not to keep animals beyond that time.  Mr. Patton stated Georgia law now requires animal shelters to check whether animals have an electronic chip embedded under their skin that stores the owners’ information.   A brief discussion followed.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
Consider Approval of Resolution to Authorize Judicial in Rem Tax Foreclosures.  County Attorney Moseley stated Tax Commissioner Don Belcher recently recommended the desirability of the county being able to conduct Judicial in Rem Foreclosure sales.  Mr. Moseley stated Georgia law provides that counties or municipalities may do so, but only after approving a Resolution authorizing such sale.  Mr. Moseley stated this procedure is useful in some, but not all cases, and that it does not have a down side.  Tax Commissioner Don Belcher stated that other counties have done this often but Decatur County has never done this before.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bids and Award for Demolition of (3) Hazard Litigation Buyout Program Properties.    Finance Director Carl Rowland presented bids received for the demolition of three FEMA hazard litigation buyouts.  Mr. Rowland read aloud the bids and recommended the board approve the three low bids.  Mr. Rowland stated 85% of the cost of the demolition would be paid by FEMA-GEMA and for the other 15%, the county would take up the footings, driveways, slabs, septic systems, and pool.  Mr. Rowland said there would be only in-kind cost to the county.  Commissioner Smith stated that although Knight Timber was the low bid for the property at 205 Riverview Drive, Circle B Contractors was only $2.00 higher and they were a local company that paid taxes in Decatur County.  A brief discussion followed.  Chairman Mosely made a motion to postpone awarding the bid for this particular property and allow the County Attorney to check with FEMA to see if the county can award a bid higher from a local contractor, Circle B Contractor, for this particular property, 205 Riverview Drive, and if we can, to give the authority to Mr. Moseley and Mr. Patton to proceed, if not award the bid to the low bidder, Knight Timber Company.   Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the bid from Ducky Johnson in the amount $12,251.00 to demolish the house at 2576 Lake Douglas Road.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the bid from Circle B Contracting in the amount of $6,000.00 to demolish the house at 150 Whispering Pines.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Certification for the Closure of a Portion of Frank Brown Road.  Mr. Patton stated he had received a letter of petition from Plum Creek Timberlands to close a portion of Frank Brown Road from Jinks Crossing to Shoupe Road.  Mr. Patton stated this portion of the road is difficult to maintain and is frequently used as an illegal dump site for household debris.  Mr. Patton stated even with the county increasing patrol of the road and cleanup being done, it is still a serious problem.  County Attorney Moseley explained that closing the road would be a three part process.  Mr. Moseley explained this was to certify that this portion of Frank Brown Road has ceased to be used by the public to the extent that no substantial public purpose is served by it.  Mr. Moseley stated the next step would be to advertise and hold a public hearing and then the final vote to close this portion of the road.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this certification.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

COMMISSIONERS’ REMARKS

Chairman Mosely asked what the commissioners planned to do concerning the repeated request from Mr. Clarence Owens to reopen Smallwood Owens Road.  Commissioner Perry explained some of the background of the request.  Commissioner Perry stated he believed Mr. Owens lives in Tallahassee, Florida, and in recent years built a two-story building on the property with the intention of hosting science classes for Attapulgus area youth.  Commissioner Perry stated Mr. Owens never received a certificate of occupancy from the county, because the building had been built without a permit from the County Planning Department.  Commissioner Perry stated the Decatur County Planning Board minutes show that Mr. Owens was instructed that he could not occupy the building and would have to hire an engineer to certify the building was up to code.  Commissioner Perry stated he thought Mr. Owens had contacted an engineer but never obtained a certification of the quality of the building’s construction.  Vice Chairman Stafford suggested County Attorney Moseley respond to Mr. Owens’ request stating the county’s position on this matter.  Commissioner Perry suggested after Mr. Moseley has written the letter to put a copy of the letter in all the commissioners’ box for their review.
Commissioner Loeffler asked Mr. Patton if he had heard from EPA concerning the consent order that was approved at the last meeting.  Mr. Patton stated he had not heard anything yet but the procedure was for the consent order to go to the Attorney General for them to approve and sign off on it.  Mr. Patton said the consent order would then go to DNR for them to sign and then back to us.

Chairman Mosely asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Mosely stated the board went into executive session to discuss some board appointments.  Chairman Mosely made a motion to appoint Ms. Clifford Simons to the Library Board to finish out Ms. Fannie Handsford’s term.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Stafford made a motion to appoint Mr. George Washington, Jr. for the Public Sector representative on the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission Board.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Loeffler, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

