MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS DR. BUTCH MOSELY, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND RUSSELL SMITH BY SPEAKER PHONE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Minister Earl Barron gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add a litigation matter to executive session.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

Chairman Rich recognized Jim Overman.  Mr. Overman presented the Solid Waste Advisory Committee’s report to the Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Overman reported that the new landfill is undergoing a major modification based on recommendations from the present engineer.  Mr. Overman stated that with the modification, the life of the landfill could be extended to last another fifty years at current predicted volume. Mr. Overman stated the old landfill is in the final closure stages with the closure certification from the state expected anytime.  Mr. Overman said the next item was to look at the overall capacity of the Highway 27 South Landfill.  Mr. Overman said the long-term goal is to purchase more property and create a truly profitable solid waste handling facility.  Mr. Overman discussed illegal dumping and the overall status of recycling.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one signed up to speak.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, July 28, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the public hearing held July 30, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Called Meeting held July 30, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider bids and award contract for Bulldozer for Landfill. Chairman Rich recognized Carl Rowland.  Mr. Rowland read off the four bids received on the bulldozer.  Mr. Rowland said the new bulldozer will replace a five-year bulldozer that was purchased on a buyback program.  Mr. Rowland recommended the commissioners approve the low bidder, Tractor and Equipment Supply with a net purchase price of $93,793.00.  Commissioner Mosely proposed keeping the existing bulldozer and paying approximately $25,000.00 to fix its' undercarriage.  Commissioner Mosely reiterated he wasn’t showing favoritism or opposition to any of the four companies that bid on the new bulldozer, but he was opposed to spending close to $100,000.00 on a piece of equipment during the economic downfall.  A brief discussion followed.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the bid from Tractor and Equipment Supply for a 2008 Komatsu bulldozer with third party financing.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and approved with a 4 to 1 vote.  Commissioner Mosely opposed.

Consider Letter of Support to Secure Funding of Telecommunication Facilities from the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program.  Chairman Rich recognized Administrator Tom Patton.  Mr. Patton stated they have worked towards this end for two years.  Mr. Patton stated fiber optic cable to the Industrial Park is critical to bringing in new industry there.  Mr. Patton stated this approved agreement will join Decatur County with 10 other counties applying for grant funding for the project.  Mr. Patton said this plan, as presently perceived, would involve seven towers strategically placed throughout the county to provide wireless internet.  Mr. Patton said there is a long way to go on the project including fiber optic cable and determining where to access the internet but this is the next step.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve submission of this letter as recommended by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

County Attorney Brown Moseley stated he received a letter from the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division indicating there was no objection to the consolidation plan submitted by Decatur County for the voting precincts.  

Commissioner Stafford asked Mr. Patton if the county coroner’s vehicle was being addressed.  Mr. Patton stated they were looking into getting him a replacement vehicle.

Commissioner Phillips reminded the commissioners of the need to set up a meeting to address the problems with county roads.

Commissioner Mosely stated he had several written requests about FEMA buyouts.  Mr. Patton stated that if the inquiries were referred to him, he would answer any questions they may have.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues and a litigation matter.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues and a litigation matter.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to go into regular session.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to discuss a litigation matter that the board has asked the County Attorney to pursue.  Chairman Rich stated the board discussed several personnel issues, one being a complaint on an employee that the board has asked Mr. Patton and County Attorney Moseley to look into.  Chairman Rich stated three members on the County Planning Board needed to be reappointed.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to reappoint Kelvin Bouie, June Faircloth and Dean Free to the County Planning Board for another term.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Chairman Rich stated no action was taken on appointments to the Development Authority Board or the Tax Assessors Board.  Chairman Rich stated five members needed to be reappointed to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to reappoint Johnny Medley, Oliver Sellers, Jim Overman, Richard Crook and Dale Brock to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Chairman Rich stated County Administrator Tom Patton’s contract was up for renewal.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve Mr. Patton’s contract for another year at the same pay level and same benefits and back date the contract to July 1, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

