MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS AND GLENDA BATTLE BY PHONE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Chairman Rich gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Take off item 3 on the agenda, Consider Approval of Use of Commodore Industrial Park for the 2008 Bainbridge Bikefest; this was approved in January.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Paul Jackson.  Mr. Jackson briefly expressed support for a proposed animal control ordinance being considered by county officials.  Mr. Patton presented draft copies of an animal control ordinance during the meeting.  Mr. Patton responded by saying while some of the draft is similar to existing Georgia laws pertaining to dogs and animal control, he believes the proposed local ordinance would be even stricter.  Mr. Patton stated the proposed ordinance would set up procedures enabling the county’s animal control officer to investigate dog complaints and determine whether a dog was dangerous or potentially dangerous, even if it had not attacked a human before. Mr. Patton went on to explain the ordinance more in detail and welcomed citizens to provide input on the proposed rules by telephoning him or emailing him. Commissioner Perry reminded everyone that this was just a draft copy and some wording needed to be cleaned up but it was a very good beginning.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meetings; Public Hearing – July 22, 2008 9:00 am, Commissioners Meeting July 22, 2008 7:00 pm, Public Hearing July 22, 2008 6:00 pm, Public Hearing July 29, 2008 9:00 am, Called Meeting July 29, 2008 11:00 am, and Resumed Meeting July 29, 2008 6:00 pm.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Resolution for Mobile Home Tax Decals. Mr. Patton presented to the commissioners a resolution to scrap previous legal procedures for dealing with people who failed to pay their mobile home taxes on time, replacing them with a late fee.  Mr. Patton stated this was a problem presented by Chief Magistrate Judge Smith at a previous commissioners meeting.  Mr. Patton stated that instead of being issued citations to appear in court, people who are late paying their mobile home taxes will have a $75 late fee tacked onto their bills.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve this resolution.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Mr. Patton reviewed the Governor’s abatement last Friday of the State Homestead Tax Relief Grant Credit.  Mr. Patton stated this is a rebate many receive on their property tax bills that accounts for about $400 million in Georgia.  Mr. Patton stated that working with organizations to assure the continuance of the rebate, the legislature has stated they would not eliminate it when they return in January.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Policies and Procedures for Slough Loop Project.  Attorney Moseley stated these policies and procedures outlines the acquisition of real property or easement to property associated with federally funded projects and he recommends the commission to approve.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve these policies and procedures for Slough Loop Project.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Attorney Moseley made the statement that these policies and procedures apply to any project that involves federal money and that is why Slough Loop is not mentioned in the resolution.
Consider Approval of Final Plat for TCD Services, LLC for Tower Site Accessed by Booster Club Road.  Planning Director Paul Soudi explained the applicant proposed to construct a 300-foot self support tower with an equipment shelter in the center portion of the leased area, to be used primarily for A T & T.  Mr. Soudi stated the proposed tower site meets the requirements of the Decatur County Land Development and Construction Regulations and recommends the commission to approve this final plat.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve this final plat.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Final Plat for TCD Services, LLC for Tower Site Accessed by Wilsontown Road.  Paul Soudi explained the applicant proposed to construct a self support tower with a height of 300 feet with an equipment shelter in the center portion of the leased area, to be used primarily for A T & T.  Mr. Soudi stated the proposed tower site meets all the requirements and recommends the commission to approve this final plat.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve this final plat.  Commissioner Battle seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board discussed some personnel matters during executive session but no action was to be taken at this time.

Commissioner Nichols made a motion to take a 15 minute recess to allow time for Senator Saxby Chambliss to arrive to visit with the commissioners.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken.  Vice Chairman Mosely, Commissioner Nichols and Commissioner Battle voted in favor.  Commissioner Perry opposed, stating the commission was not certain Senator Saxby Chambliss will arrive.

Commissioner Nichols made a motion to return to regular session after a 15 minute recess.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich recognized Senator Saxby Chambliss.  Senator Chambliss spoke briefly about the oil crisis, drilling for oil in the United States and the situation with illegal immigrants. A brief discussion followed.
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to have a called meeting to set the milage rate for August 18, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Nichols, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

