MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS DR. BUTCH MOSELY, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND RUSSELL SMITH, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER CAROL HEARD.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Pastor Jeff Stapleton gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Under old business, add GEMA update and under new business add consider approval of a resolution to dissolve the South Georgia Hospital Authority.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendments requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

No participation. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Sam Dunn.  Mr. Dunn told commissioners that he and a number of citizens that live in the area of Ronnie Lambert and Palmer Roads have been dealing with flood problems for a number of years when heavy rains occur.  Mr. Dunn said for approximately eight years they have pleaded for the easements to be cleaned out.  Mr. Dunn stated the road department started work on Palmer Road and then stopped and pulled the equipment off.  Mr. Dunn stated he talked to by a county employee in a rude manner when he called to complain about the flood situation.  Mr. Dunn said he believed if the easements were cleaned out in a timely manner and put on a schedule to have this done periodically it would help tremendously with the flooding problems in this area.  A brief discussion followed.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated the road department had to be pulled off Palmer Road to work on a time sensitive GEMA project, but they would be back to finish as quickly as possible.  
Chairman Rich recognized Dione Maxwell.  Mrs. Maxwell stated she lived in the area of Ronnie Lambert and Palmer Roads and has also had problems with flooding on her property after heavy rains occur.  Mrs. Maxwell’s contention was that the road department did not timely or completely clear out a ditch it was supposed to have taken care of to avoid water from coming on her property.  Chairman Rich suggested that Mr. Patton get the road department to go back out to this area and complete cleaning out the easements and call these residents to give them an update on the accomplishments.
Chairman Rich recognized Marvin Collier.  Mr. Collier stated he was a former inmate at the Decatur County Correctional Institute and was before the board to complain about what he thought was a lack of health care he received while at the facility.  Mr. Collier said he had a medical problem while serving time at the facility and was ignored by the jailers when he asked to see a Physician.  Mr. Patton said such complaints should be referred to the Georgia Department of Corrections for an investigation into the matter and that he would give Mr. Collier the number to contact them.  Commissioner Smith, a former warden concurred with Mr. Patton’s statement.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, August 11, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Called Meeting to approve the millage rate held August 21, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Patton gave a brief update on GEMA.  Mr. Patton said he had met with GEMA on the Federal Emergency Management Buyout program on Tuesday and homeowners whose properties are prone to repeat flooding may be eligible for a buyout.  Mr. Patton said property owners interested need to work with his assistant, Barbara Parsons, and contact her prior to September 18th to file the appropriate paperwork.  Mr. Patton said the county must apply for grant money to purchase the property, but the applications must go from the county to the Georgia Emergency Management Agency and then to FEMA.  Mr. Patton said the process could take up to eighteen months.  Mr. Patton stated these programs are 75/25 programs, which mean that FEMA would pay 75% and the county would be responsible for the remaining 25% of the costs.  Mr. Patton said GEMA and FEMA confirmed that property that had been condemned and purchased by the Federal Government as part of flood mitigations from previous flood events could be leased by the neighboring property owners and used as a garden.  Mr. Patton stated retention ponds could be placed on some of this property purchased by FEMA during previous floods to help neighborhoods that are still dealing with floods during heavy rains.  Mr. Patton stated this gives the county options now that we didn’t have in the past.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Planning Department Fee Schedule.  Chairman Rich recognized Planning Director Paul Soudi.  Mr. Soudi presented a schedule of the proposed fees to commissioners saying this fee schedule was first proposed in 2007.  Mr. Soudi said not all the fees associated with the Planning Department were increased, for example he said the fee of $75.00 for the demolition of a structure was abolished.  Mr. Soudi said the electrical, plumbing, mechanical and contractor registrations remain the same.  Commissioner Mosely asked how the proposed schedule compares to the neighboring counties.  Mr. Soudi gave a comparison to Grady County, City of Bainbridge, Thomas County and Gadsden County and Decatur County remains the lowest of all counties. Vice Chairman Perry stated that he, Mr. Soudi, Commissioner Stafford, Carl Rowland and Tom Patton had met for several hours reviewing this fee schedule.  Vice Chairman Perry stated when these fees were first proposed in 2007, the commission had agreed the fees were not where they needed to be and would consider adjusting the fees again in one year and that was never done.  Vice Chairman Perry said he felt the fees were justified.  Commissioner Stafford stated this fee schedule would put the county in a more competitive situation when the economy gets back in good shape again.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the proposed fee schedule.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of a Resolution to Dissolve the South Georgia Hospital Authority.  County Attorney Moseley stated the authority has been dormant for several years and has out lived the need for this authority.  Mr. Moseley stated that everyone on board was in agreement to disband this authority and all members must sign off along with this resolution being approved to disband it.  Mr. Moseley said joining the other counties in dissolving this authority, the assets and funds will be divided up according to the contents in the resolution.  Commissioner Stafford asked Mr. Moseley if there were any other litigation concerning this matter.  Mr. Moseley said there was none.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the resolution to dissolve the South Georgia Hospital Authority as recommended by Mr. Moseley.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to discuss several board appointments.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to appoint Billy Poppell to the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to reappoint Dr. Stafford to the newly reorganized Southwest Georgia Regional Commission.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Chairman Rich stated a county personnel replacement was discussed but no action was taken at this time.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

