MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS, GARY PHILLIPS AND GLENDA BATTLE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Chairman Rich gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approval of bid and award contract for a tractor for the Industrial Park.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
Chairman Palmer Rich made a statement that thanked county and municipal workers, local Emergency Management agents, volunteer firefighters, state inmate cleanup crews and citizens for working together during the storm wrought disaster affecting all of Decatur County.  Other Commissioners made comments commending everyone for working together successfully.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS/DELEGATIONS
Chairman Rich recognized Debbie McIntyre.  Debbie gave a brief update on LIFE and thanked the commissioners for their continued support.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Rich recognized Harold Yates.  Mr. Yates asked the commissioners about the status of the recently proposed animal control ordinance.  Mr. Patton stated he has spoken with numerous citizens who provided input on the ordinance in the past few weeks.  Mr. Patton said the draft ordinance was undergoing further revision.  Mr. Patton said he wanted to hold a workshop with the commissioners to do the final revisions before bringing before the board for a vote.
Chairman Rich recognized Keith Sellars.  Mr. Sellars is a member of the Board of Elections.  Mr. Sellars inquired about an increase in the members of the Board of Elections monthly stipend from $100 to $200 which was budgeted in the 2008 budget.  Mr. Sellars also requested that the increase be retro back to July 1, 2008, the beginning of the new budget year.  Attorney Moseley said the stipend increase had been budgeted but had not been formally addressed by the commissioners and suggested this be done in executive session.  Attorney Moseley said it was also contingent upon board members obtaining training certifications.  Chairman Rich suggested the board discuss this matter during executive session tonight.  Everyone agreed.

Chairman Rich recognized Charles Baggett, Donnie Donalson, Authur Donalson and Mary King.  These citizens addressed the commissioners about long-standing problems with storm water flooding on Bower Station Road and Bailey Road.  The residents complained that the condition of their roads had been allowed to deteriorate and said an attempt at fixing the problem two years ago has been only partially successful.  Commissioner Perry said he was aware of their problem and assured them something would be done to help the situation. Mr. Leverette commented that these roads are sandy and they are going to wash.  Mr. Leverette stated that what the road department did before works if the ditches and pipes are kept clean.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meetings; Commissioners Meeting – August 12, 2008 and Called Meeting – August 18, 2008.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Vice Chairman Mosely suggested the commissioners set a date for a workshop to discuss the proposed Animal Ordinance.  The workshop was set for Thursday, September 4, 2008 at 10:00 am.  Commissioner Phillips said he would be out of town but would get the updates from Mr. Patton.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Proclamation – Second Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church.  Mr. Patton read the proclamation aloud stating this proclamation was proclaiming September 7th as Second Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church Anniversary Day throughout Decatur County and recognizes the congregation’s 130 years of existence.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the proclamation.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval for an Alcohol Beverage License for Angela Barber.  Angela Barber requested a permit to sell alcohol beverages at A&D Lounge to be located at 303 Jacksontown Road.  County Clerk Beverly King stated that a background check and a building inspection had been performed and Ms. Barber met all the requirements.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the license.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for Golf Course Equipment.  Finance Director Carl Rowland presented to the commissioners a bid tabulation sheet for a fairway mower and a greens mower.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the purchases for the fairway mower in the amount of $14,000 and the greens mower in the amount of $12,000 to Future Golf Equipment.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the purchases of the golf equipment from Future Golf Equipment in the amount of $26,000 total.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Existing Contract with Johnson Controls for the Jail.  Mr. Rowland explained this was a renewal of an existing contract for preventive maintenance for the heating and air conditioning units and the boilers at the jail.  Mr. Rowland stated that last years contract was for $14,400 and this year with the installation of two new boilers was being offered at $12,767.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board to approve this contract and stay with this company.  Mr. Rowland stated this was a contract to be renewed yearly.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve this contract with Johnson Controls in the amount of $12,767.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for Tractor at the Industrial Park.  Mr. Patton said that the tractor that is used to mow the grass at the Industrial Air Park was worn out and needed to be replaced.  Mr. Patton stated he received four bids and recommended the board approve the low bidder, Nichols Tractor Company in the amount of $27,100.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the purchase of a John Deere Tractor from Nichols Tractor Company in the amount of $27,100.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Road Superintendent Billy Leverette thanked all of his employees and everyone who had a part in helping with the storms affecting all of Decatur County.  Mr. Leverette commented about how well everyone pulled together to help open roads back up and clear away fallen trees.  Mr. Leverette acknowledged 11 county roads remained closed as of Tuesday, August 26th.  Mr. Patton recognized the Salvation Army for providing meals for the workers.  

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board discussed some personnel matters during executive session but no action was to be taken at this time.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

