MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2011
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, OLIVER SELLERS AND FRANK LOEFFLER, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Mosely called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Mrs. Melba Kay gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
County Attorney Brown Moseley asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda: Add Litigation to Executive Session.  County Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add Consider Approval of a Contract with USDA to Construct a New Agriculture Office Building and lease part of the space to the Federal Government for its use.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the amendments as requested.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Sellers seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
None presented.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was no Public Participation.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, July 26, 2011.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing held July 26, 2011 for the Millage Rate.  Vice Chairman Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of a Contract with USDA to Construct a New Agriculture Office Building and Lease Part of the Space to the Federal Government for its use.  County
Administrator Tom Patton explained the new building will be constructed by the County on land located on Coachman Street near the Cloud Livestock Pavilion.  Mr. Patton stated the U.S. Government has agreed to pay an annual lease of $44,832.90 for 3,885 square feet of office space. Mr. Patton stated the county will borrow money, using the future lease payments as collateral, to pay for most of the construction cost.  Commissioner Loffler made a motion to approve this contract.  Vice Chairman Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Request to Federal Communications Commission to Add Georgia Stations to Satellite TV Broadcasts.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is in the process of reviewing and rewriting much of its regulations concerning media markets for the purpose of determining access to stations.   Mr. Patton stated Decatur County cannot receive Georgia Television Network stations over satellite service.  Mr. Patton stated because we live on the border between Georgia and Florida and technically considered part of the Tallahassee media market, we cannot receive the local Georgia stations and considered to be an orphan county.  Mr. Patton stated Decatur County was asked by other orphan counties, to write a letter to FCC to help support rewriting these regulations to reflect major changes in technology and broadcast options.  Vice Chairman Stafford made a motion to approve this request.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Transfer of Property in Commodore Park to Bainbridge-Decatur County Development Authority.  Mr. Patton stated this was a Limited Warranty Deed to transfer a parcel of land in the Commodore Park to the Development Authority, which in turn will sell it to R Squared Solutions, a locally-owned manufacturing business which creates attachments for logging trucks and equipment. Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this transfer of property to the Development Authority.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Agreement for Collections Services with Collection Bureau Associates for Unpaid Ambulance Fees.  Finance Director Carl Rowland stated this was presented from a workshop held with the Finance Committee to collect past due ambulance fees.  Mr. Rowland stated he contacted two collection businesses and recommended the board approve this agreement with a local business, Collection Bureau Associates.  Mr. Rowland stated the County would compensate the Bureau the amount of 30% of any amount collected on any account turned over to them and 50% of the amount collected if the account is resolved in the Magistrate Court.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve this agreement.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Vice Chairman Stafford asked about regulations regarding Medicare and Medicaid patients.  Mr. Rowland stated the Bureau will collect accounts at the County’s discretion.  County Attorney Moseley stated the Bureau will collect only the accounts that the County chooses to turn over to them.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Bids and Award to Purchase Paint for Jail Improvements.  Wendell Cofer from the Decatur County Sheriff’s Office stated the facility hasn’t been painted in 10 years and was in desperate need of painting.  Mr. Cofer stated approximately 750 gallons of paint will be needed to paint the interior of the jail.  Mr. Cofer presented bids from four vendors and recommended the Board approve the low bid from Sherwin Williams Paint in the amount of $13, 275.00.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this bid from Sherwin Williams Paint in the amount of $13,275.00.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  Commissioner Loeffler verified that inmate labor would be used to paint the interior of the jail.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Approval of Contract with Department of Transportation for Drainage Improvements for Sixteen County Roads in Various Locations.  County Administrator Tom Patton explained the Board of Commissioners recently approved the right-of-ways for this project and this was the legal contract with the Department of Transportation for drainage improvements on 16 bridges within Bainbridge and Decatur County.  Mr. Patton stated the bridge on Highway 97, also known as Vada Highway, has also been put on the schedule.  Vice Chairman Stafford made a motion to approve this contract with the Department of Transportation.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Reports for June and July, 2011.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley presented Financial Reports for June and July, 2011 for the Commissioners to review.  Mr. Shirley stated these reports are for review only and no action is to be taken.

COMMISSIONERS’ REMARKS

Commissioner Sellers suggested the Finance Committee move forward with the collections of past due ambulance accounts and do whatever is necessary to help make the Decatur County Ambulance Service a self-sustaining or profitable department.  

Chairman Mosely asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss land acquisition and litigation.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to go into executive session to land acquisition and litigation.  Commissioner Sellers seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session, the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Mosely stated the board went into executive session to discuss land acquisition and litigation.  No action was taken.
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Smith, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

