MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Minister Damon Edwards gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approval of transferring obsolete voting buildings to the Swine Time grounds.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

None presented. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No Public Participation.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the November 24, 2009 Fire Department called meeting.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous commissioners’ meeting on November 24, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
OLD BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Amendments to the Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance Approved on October 13, 2009.  Mr. Patton explained that the fee schedule for the new alcoholic beverage ordinance had now been done which required some changes to be made to the ordinance in order to get in compliance with State Law.  Mr. Patton recommended the board approve the amendments as presented.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendments to the Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Bids and Award Contract for Excavator for the Decatur County Solid Waste Facility.  Finance Director Carl Rowland stated a new bulldozer and dirt pan were budgeted for the Solid Waste Facility but decided it was in the best interest to replace the bulldozer and dirt pan with an excavator.  Mr. Rowland stated an excavator would be more in line of needs for the landfill.  Mr. Rowland stated three bids were received and recommended the board approve the low bidder, Yancey Brothers, with a net cost of $45,989.00 after the buy-back.  Mr. Rowland also asked for approval of third party financing for the excavator.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the purchase of the excavator from Yancey Brothers in the amount of $45,989.00 with third party financing.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bids and Award Contract for Wheel Loader for Public Works Department / Decatur County Solid Waste Facility.  Finance Director Carl Rowland presented three bids accepted for a wheel loader to replace a bulldozer which was originally budgeted for the Public Works Department.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the low bidder, Yancey Brothers, with a net cost of $84,465.00 after trade-in on a bulldozer.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the purchase of a 2009 wheel loader from Yancey Brothers in the amount of $84,465.00.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Mosely gave an update to the board on why Action GM had not been presenting bids on automobiles purchased by the county.  Commissioner Mosely stated he spoke with a representative of Action GM and was told they could not compete with prices presented from Riverbend Ford.

Consider Operational Agreement with Main Street Broadband, Inc. for the Delivery of Wireless Broadband Internet Service in Decatur County.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax money will be combined with federal government grant money that has been applied for in order to offer the service at low cost.  Mr. Patton stated because we are investing SPLOST money for the infrastructure, we will be one of the first Southwest Georgia Counties to have the service available.  Vice Chairman Perry stated those who could benefit most from the new service include farmers, who could use wireless internet to control irrigation and monitor other farm operations and students.  Commissioner Stafford said he expected Main Street would make the local market for internet service more competitive.  Vice President of Main Street Broadband, Mike McCollum, gave a brief background about Main Street Broadband, Inc..  Mr. McCollum stated the service will be offered at prices and speeds comparable with other broadband internet services such as cable and DSL.  Commissioner Mosely pointed out that the price may not be increased during the first two years of service.  A brief discussion followed.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this operational agreement with Main Street Broadband, Inc.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Fee Schedules for the County Clerk and Planning Department for the Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance.  Mr. Patton stated this fee schedule was made to bring the ordinance into compliance with updated state laws and to follow fee amounts set by other county governments in Southwest Georgia.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve these fee schedules.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Cancellation of the Regularly Scheduled December 22, 2009 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting.  Mr. Patton asked the board to approve canceling this meeting due to the Christmas Holidays.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to cancel the December 22, 2009 meeting.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Transferring Obsolete Voting Buildings to the Swine Time Grounds.  Mr. Patton stated the commissioners had already agreed to donate the Parker precinct to the Climax Community Club to be moved to the Swine Time Grounds for preservation.  Mr. Patton stated there were three more buildings to be considered transferring to the Swine Time Grounds to reflect their historical usage.  Commissioner Mosely stated he would abstain voting because he was a member of the Climax Community Club.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve transferring the Pine Hill precinct building to the Climax Community Club to be placed at the Swine Time Grounds.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and approved.  Commissioner Mosely abstained.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve transferring the Bell precinct building to the Climax Community Club to be placed at the Swine Time Grounds.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and approved.  Vice Chairman Perry abstained due to a family member being interested in purchasing the Bell precinct building.  Commissioner Mosely also abstained.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve transferring the Kendrick precinct building to the Climax Community Club to be placed at the Swine Time Grounds.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and approved.  Commissioner Mosely abstained.  

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Mosely asked Lt. Rick Ashley with the Decatur County Sheriff’s Office to give an update on the county’s code enforcement and animal control officers’ monthly activities.  Lt. Rich Ashley presented the report for November, 2009.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to discuss some board appointments.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to reappoint Brian Rivers to the Decatur County Development Authority.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Chairman Rich stated there were three board appointments to the Southwest Georgia Development Authority discussed during executive session.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to appoint Commissioner Phillips, Keith Lyle and Rick McCaskill to the Southwest Georgia Development Authority.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

Chairman Rich stated that members and terms were discussed for the Keep Decatur County Beautiful Board.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the following members and their terms to the Keep Decatur County Beautiful Board:  Ray Oliver – three years; Steve Golladay – three years; Commissioner Mosely – two years; Frances Willis – two years; Tim Smith – one year; and Bradley Bellville – one year.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

