MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS DR. BUTCH MOSELY, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Adren Bivens gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Add consider approval of Federal Grant Lease Program for law enforcement vehicles; consider approval of a resolution to establish two clerks in Magistrate Court; and add Real Estate to executive session.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendments requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one signed up for Public Participation.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, January 27, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 

and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed.

NEW BUSINESS

Public Hearing – The Decatur County Nuisance Ordinance.  Chairman Rich announced this was the second public hearing on the Nuisance Ordinance to hear the citizens’ concerns and no decision was to be made at this meeting on this ordinance.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into a public hearing for the Decatur County Nuisance Ordinance.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.    

Chairman Rich recognized T. J. Lambert.  Mr. Lambert questioned why the Public Hearing on the Nuisance Ordinance was not published in the local newspaper.  Mr. Lambert spoke of concerns of citizens being evicted out of mobile homes if manufactured before 1976.  Vice Chairman Perry stated the ordinance does not say that anyone is going to be evicted from their homes.  Vice Chairman Perry stated the date; June 15, 1976 was when HUD Title 6 construction standards took effect.  Vice Chairman Perry stressed again the ordinance is not intended to evict anyone.  Planning Director Paul Soudi also stated the ordinance does not prohibit anyone from living in mobile homes manufactured prior to 1976.

Chairman Rich recognized County Treasurer Claude Shirley.  Mr. Shirley expressed the need to have specific definitions in the ordinance.  Mr. Shirley also stated the county needs to get the ordinances already passed under control before passing the nuisance ordinance.

Chairman Rich recognized Victor Strickland.  Mr. Strickland spoke for the second time concerning the firearm ordinance.  He asked the commission to pay close attention to the wording and definitions in this ordinance.  Mr. Strickland spoke of concern of the wording using 200 linear feet of a residence located in the unincorporated portion of the county.  He stated that everyone couldn’t afford five acres or more of land.
Chairman Rich recognized John Runnels.  Mr. Runnels asked why the commissioners had hired a code enforcement officer that did not reside in Decatur County.  Mr. Runnels went on to speak of concerns with several items of the ordinance.  Mr. Runnels asked the commissioners to define and make the ordinance clear before passing it.

Chairman Rich recognized Roy Reynolds.  Mr. Reynolds thanked the commissioners for the changes made in the previous draft of the nuisance ordinance.  Mr. Reynolds said he thought the nuisance ordinance should be thrown out, stating he objected to anyone being told how to regulate their personal property.

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to close the public hearing.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Adding Positions of Probate and State Court Judges to Social Security and Medicare Programs.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated this would allow the county to have all the Judges under one system and he recommended the board approve this.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve adding these Judges to Social Security and Medicare Programs.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Federal Grant Lease Program for Law Enforcement Vehicles.  Mr. Patton explained the county spends approximately $190,000 in law enforcement vehicles per year and the county has an opportunity to get a Federal Grant Finance Program.  Mr. Patton stated the county could finance law enforcement vehicles through this program and get a $20,000 grant, which would save the county $20,000.  Vice Chairman Perry stated this issue had been discussed between the Finance Committee and Sheriff Griffin and all agreed it was a good idea.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this Federal Grant Finance Program for Law Enforcement Vehicles.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for Batwing Mower.  Mr. Patton stated the county had received four bids for a batwing mower for the Road Department.  Mr. Patton recommended the board approved the low bidder, Nichols Tractor Company, in the amount of $12,250.  Mr. Patton stated the old batwing mower to be replaced was advertised on govdeals.com and sold for $3,800.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the low bid, Nichols Tractor Company in the amount of $12,250.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval for Use of the Commodore Industrial Park by Terry Thomas, May 24th and 25th, 2009 for Car Show.  Mr. Patton stated this was a yearly event and recommended the board approve this request.  Mr. Patton stated the City of Bainbridge had already approved it.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this request.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval for Use of Commodore Industrial Park by Bainbridge Bikefest, September 11th through 21st, 2009 for Bainbridge Bikefest 2009.  Mr. Patton stated this was a yearly event and recommended the board approve this request.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve this request.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution to Establish Two Clerks in Magistrate Court.  County Attorney Moseley stated Magistrate Court Judge Ralph Smith requested that the county provide a resolution to establish two clerks of Magistrate Court, one clerk that would be responsible for all civil matters and one that would be responsible for all criminal matters.  Attorney Moseley stated this would not involve new employment but that some amount of supplement would be granted to these clerks.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Brief Commissioners on Consolidation of Polling Precincts.  County Attorney Moseley and Board of Elections and Registration Chairman Ray Chambers presented a proposal to consolidate the county’s current 14 voting precincts into seven precincts.  Dr. Chambers stated a series of public hearings on the proposal will be held around the county in early March.  Attorney Moseley stated any change in established voting precinct polling places is governed by Georgia law, subject to approval by the Department of Justice.  Dr. Chambers stated that the Board of Elections and Registration may investigate the formation of one or more precincts out of two or more existing precincts or parts thereof or the consolidation of adjoining precincts.  Dr. Chambers stated after a full investigation, which is what is being done now, the Board of Elections and Registration may make such order of consolidation of precincts as will, in the Board’s opinion, promote the convenience of electors and the public.  Attorney Moseley stated any proposed change in precinct lines must be publicized in the local newspaper, and the public must be allowed 10 days to file objections with the board before the board makes a final order to consolidate any precincts.  Dr. Chambers stated this proposal was to reduce costs during elections.  Vice Chairman Perry stated that all the commissioners needed to be aware of what is taking place in case the Justice Department approaches them with questions, they will be prepared.  Commissioner Stafford asked Dr. Chambers to make sure they keep the commissioners informed as to what is going on.

Commissioner Mosely asked commissioners to consider asking the state legislators who represent Decatur County to sponsor local legislation in support of creating a seventh commissioner.  Both Commissioner Mosely and Chairman Rich said the six current commissioners would have to unanimously support the idea for it to move forward, and a public referendum to gauge citizens’ support would likely be required.  Commissioner Mosely stated that creating the seventh commissioner would eliminate the problem of a tie vote.  Commissioner Mosely also stated he would be in favor of continuing the practice of the board electing its chairman, rather than voters doing so.  Commissioner Mosely stressed time is of the essence for this issue.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters and real estate.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters and real estate.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to consider some board appointments, two which no action was required at this time and one appointment to the Southwest Georgia Regional Development Center Board of Directors (RDC Board) which required a motion.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to appoint Lonnie Watson as public sector representative to the RDC Board of Directors.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board discussed a land acquisition issue and no action was to be taken at this time.  
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

