MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. STAFFORD,  COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Reverend John Thomas gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Rich welcomed Commissioner Smith and Commissioner Stafford to their first commissioners’ meeting.
ELECTIONS – CHAIRMAN  & VICE CHAIRMAN

Commissioner Perry nominated Palmer Rich to be re-elected as Chairman.  No one else was nominated.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Smith nominated Earl Perry to be Vice-Chairman.  No one else was nominated.  A vote was taken and passed 3 to 2.  Commissioners Mosely and Phillips opposed. 
Chairman Rich made a motion to delay the reappointments of County Clerk, County Attorney and County Administrator until after executive session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
County Administrator stated there were no amendments to the agenda.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Larry Carroll.  Mr. Carroll addressed the commission regarding the nuisance ordinance on which the county is presently working.  Mr. Carroll urged the commissioners to bear in mind the eyesores that the citizens of the county presently have to face.  Mr. Carroll noted in front yards are auto repair centers, mobile home restorations, and or previously, complained about 20 horses being on a small lot.  
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, December 9, 2008.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 

and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for Fire Pumper Unit.  Finance Director Carl Rowland presented to the board bid results for a fire pumper for the Brinson Volunteer Fire Department.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the low bidder, Fire Line Inc., in the amount of $154,997.00.  Mr. Rowland stated the truck has had light use as a demonstration model.  Mr. Rowland said with the accompanying purchase of a generator, radio, hose and reel, the total price would be $166,407.00 to be paid for using Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax funds.  Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the bid recommended by Mr. Rowland in the amount of $166,407.00 from Fire Line, Inc.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for Crime Scene Van.  Mr. Rowland stated this was a budgeted item for the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the bid from a local dealership, Riverbend Ford, in the amount of $23,391.04 for a Ford Econoline E-350 SD.  Mr. Rowland stated Riverbend Ford was the second lowest bid with a difference of only $74.04. The lowest bid was $23,317.00 from Brannon Motor Company of Unadilla, Georgia.  Mr. Rowland said he believed the difference would be made up in the savings from having the vehicle delivered locally.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve the bid from Riverbend Ford in the amount of $23,391.04.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for Service Truck.  Mr. Rowland stated this was a budgeted item for the Road Department.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the low bid of $55,000.00 from All Star International Trucks of Tifton, Georgia, for an International 4400 service truck to replace an existing service truck that has been used by the Road Department for more than 20 years.  Mr. Rowland stated the bed and body will be removed from the old truck and placed on the new chassis.  Vice- Chairman Perry asked if the truck would be paid cash for or financed.  Mr. Rowland stated the crime scene van and the service truck would be bought out right and the fire pumper would be paid for with SPLOST funds.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the bid from All Star International in the amount of $55,000.00.  Vice-Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract to Lease County Farm Land.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated the county had received three bids for the lease on this 140 acres of county farm land and recommended the board approve the high bidder, Kevin Rentz, who submitted a bid of $19,600.00 per year or $140.00 per acre.  Mr. Patton stated the contract lasts for five years and may be opted out by the lessee after each year.  Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the bid to Kevin Rentz in the amount of $19,600.00 per year.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Statements for December 2008.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley stated the commissioners had received the expenditures and revenues for December, 2008, previously in a work shop.  Mr. Shirley presented the bank statements for December, 2008, to the commissioners for their review.

Consider Approval of Resolution Allowing the Southwest Georgia RDC to Apply for 5311 Funds on Decatur County’s Behalf.  Mr. Patton stated this was an annual recurring procedure allowing the Southwest Georgia RDC to apply for and administer Rural Transit Assistance Program funds on Decatur County’s behalf.  Mr. Patton said the funds are used to help subsidize the shuttle van service made available to county residents who need transportation.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Reduction of Mileage Rate Reimbursement.  Mr. Patton explained that the IRS had recently lowered their mileage rate from 58.5 cents per mile to 55 cents per mile since the fuel costs had gone down.  Mr. Patton recommended the board to vote in favor of indexing the mileage rate according to the IRS’ rates so that this issue won’t have to come before the board for approval every time it changes.  Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to index the mileage rate according to the IRS’ rate.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Environmental Rate Changes.  Environmental Health Specialist Ansley Johnson presented to the board a set of fees for body art and piercing for their approval.  Mr. Johnson stated the rates were developed by the Georgia Department of Health as part of their new regulations.  Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the fees presented by Mr. Johnson.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Final Plat for Craig and Steve Bush.  Planning Director Paul Soudi presented to the board a final plat for Craig and Steve Bush for their approval.  Mr. Soudi explained the property was an interior parcel of 50 acres, located on the north side of Old Faceville Road in the southwest portion of Decatur County.  Mr. Soudi said the subdivision of 23.8 acres is proposed to be subdivided into four lots.  Mr. Soudi recommended the board approve this final plat.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this final plat.  Vice-Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Recommendation of the Employee Incentive Program Revolving Loan Fund Committee.  Mr. Patton stated the EIP Fund was originally $500,000 for an Anderson Trailer loan that is being repaid at a rate of $4,300.00 per month.  Mr. Patton stated there is currently $303,000 in the fund which allows money to be available for other businesses.  Mr. Patton recommended a loan to SIPS Team USA, for up to $147,000 for rent for one year, to upgrade their building, build and install vacuum presses.  Mr. Patton said the loan can be made with principal payments being deferred for one year with the term of the loan not to exceed an average of five years including the one year deferral of principal.  Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the loan to SIPS Team USA from the EIP Funds.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Vice-Chairman Perry seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated that the board went into executive session to consider personnel issues and to reappoint the County Attorney, County Clerk and the County Administrator.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to reappoint Brown Moseley as the County Attorney, Beverly King as the County Clerk and Tom Patton as the County Administrator.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich noted that there are two vacancies on the Department of Family and Children Services Board.  Chairman Rich said one of the positions had to be held by a Law Enforcement person and one by a citizen.  Chairman Rich said the board had a recommendation for the Law Enforcement person.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to appoint Captain Liz Croley from the Sheriff’s Department to the Department of Family and Children Services Board to carry out the term of the deceased Melanie Woods’ term.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the position of former Commissioner Battle was now vacant on the Southwest Georgia Regional Development Center Board.  Chairman Rich said that Commissioner Stafford has agreed to take former Commissioner Battle’s place on the board, where he already serves as the at-large representative of Decatur County.  Chairman Rich said this would leave that position on the board vacant.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to appoint Commissioner Stafford to take former Commissioner Battle’s place on the RDC Board.  Vice-Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

Chairman Rich stated the commissioners will seek to fill another vacant seat on the Department of Family and Children Services Board, as well as a seat on a board that oversees administration of the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) for the Southwest Georgia Public Health District.  

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Mosely, was duly adjourned.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

