MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS DR. BUTCH MOSELY, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, County Treasurer Claude Shirley gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approval of resolution adopting an interim application for cell towers. Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Ted Snell.  Mr. Snell stated that typically County Commissions are comprised of an odd number of commissioners and urged the commissioners to initiate a change.  Mr. Snell stated with the present makeup, and Commissioner Rich as Chairman, his district had no vote on the Commission.  He stated that Commissioner Earl Perry, as Vice-Chairman, had most of the power now on the commission.  Mr. Snell asked the commissioners to consider addressing this issue with the legislature. 

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice-Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, January 13, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 

and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed.

NEW BUSINESS

Public Hearing – The Decatur County Nuisance Ordinance.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to go into a public hearing for the Decatur County Nuisance Ordinance.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Mr. Patton explained this public hearing is to hear the citizens’ concerns and make changes to the ordinance if necessary before passing it.  

Chairman Rich recognized Roy Reynolds.  Roy Reynolds, founder of Bainbridge Bikefest, spoke and presented commissioners with a letter asking how exactly an activity such as Bainbridge Bikefest would be judged to be a nuisance.  Mr. Reynolds asked for clarification on the draft ordinance’s stated prohibition on the use of sirens, except by emergency response vehicles.  Mr. Reynolds stated he made his living installing alarm systems with outdoor sirens.  Mr. Patton said the ordinance could be revised to allow for residential alarm systems.  Chairman Rich assured Mr. Reynolds that the intent of the ordinance was not to shut down Bikefest or any industry.
Chairman Rich recognized Zane Wise.  Mr. Wise asked commissioners to be more specific about how decibel level and physical distance would factor into whether something could be declared a nuisance.

Chairman Rich recognized David Hale.  Mr. Hale voiced a concern for the provision under sanitation fee for collection, stating the owner(s) of the property which fronts on the right-of-way of public property involved shall be responsible for the payment of all such fees.  Mr. Hale stated it holds the property owner responsible even when an unknown person dumps on the right-of-way.  Mr. Hale stated this could create a problem for the elderly and disabled people.

Chairman Rich recognized T. J. Lambert.  Mr. Lambert expressed concerns of senior citizens unable to keep their yards clean.  Mr. Lambert questioned why only motorcycles were mentioned as a noise nuisance and not four wheelers.

Chairman Rich recognized Rick Ruark.  Mr. Ruark questioned why motorcycles would be singled out.
Chairman Rich recognized Phillip Hornsby.  Mr. Hornsby stated he opposed anything in the ordinance that restricts him to use his property as he sees fit.

Chairman Rich recognized Victor Strickland.  Mr. Strickland stated he owned about 21 acres of land on which he has a personal firing range.  Mr. Strickland stated he utilized this range with his children.  He voiced a concern regarding how vague discharging a firearm “within an area of the unincorporated portions of the county which is developed as a residential subdivision or residential development.”  Mr. Strickland stated the property next to him was now being developed.

Chairman Rich recognized Virginia Strickland.  Mrs. Strickland reminded the commissioners that these people are the ones that put them in office.  Mrs. Strickland stated that the community deserved the commission’s respect.

Chairman Rich recognized Dewitt Phillips.  Mr. Phillips stated that he had made numerous complaints of vehicles with loud noise, so loud that it vibrated the windows in his house.  Mr. Phillips asked commissioners to address this type of noise in the ordinance.

Chairman Rich recognized Claude Shirley.  Mr. Shirley stated the ordinance needs to be more specific on different issues such as the noise ordinance and how it is worded.
County Attorney Brown Moseley stated this ordinance is a work in progress, this is part of the procedure and changes could and would be made.

Vice Chairman Perry stated he appreciated everyone’s comments and he understood that items needed to be cleaned up.  Vice Chairman Perry said clarification of several issues would be made.

Commissioner Stafford thanked everyone for their comments and said they would be used to improve the ordinance.

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to close the public hearing.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Resolution Adopting an Interim Application for Cell Towers.  Mr. Patton stated this was a resolution adopting an interim application process for wireless telecommunications facilities in lieu of a moratorium.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to adopt this resolution.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Agreement with Georgia Center for Local Government for Cell Tower Consultant Services.  Chairman Rich recognized David Dyer, a representative for Georgia Center for Local Government.  Mr. Dyer thanked the commission for the opportunity to discuss the possibility of providing their services to Decatur County.  Mr. Dyer stated that his company appreciated the endorsement they received from the Association County Commissioners of Georgia.  Mr. Dyer stated the Georgia Center for Local Government (GCLG) represents local governments in their regulation of communications towers and wireless facilities.  Mr. Dyer stated their focus was on striking a balance between the needs of the community and the carrier or tower company.  Mr. Dyer stated GCLC can provide expert assistance in managing all tower and antenna applications.  Their services include the identification of opportunities for local officials to generate new sources of revenue through the use of County owned property.  Mr. Dyer stated GCLG services are provided at not cost to the local government.  A brief discussion followed and several questions were asked by the commission and answered by Mr. Dyer.  Vice Chairman Perry pointed out a couple of changes that needed to be made to the agreement.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this agreement with said changes.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Canceling the Commissioner’s Meeting Scheduled for Feb. 10, 2009.  Mr. Patton stated the majority of the commission would be in Atlanta for the Legislative Conference at this time.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to cancel this meeting.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Contract with Tinker & Associates.  Finance Director Carl Rowland explained this was renewal of an annual contract with Tinker & Associates for identification and appraisal of personal property for tax purposes.  Mr. Rowland stated the cost of the contract went up $1,000.00 from last year which was now $20, 0000.00 for a year.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this contract.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated that the board went into executive session to consider some personnel issues that did not require any action at this time and several board appointments.  Chairman Rich asked for a motion to make the following appointments: Vice Chairman Perry and Commissioner Smith to the County’s Finance Committee; Chairman Rich to the E-911 Committee; Commissioner Mosely to the Library Board; and Commissioner Stafford to take former Commissioner Battle’s position on the RDC Board.   Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve these board appointments.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry pointed out that Commissioner Phillips represents Decatur County on the U.S. 27 Association; the Board of Directors for the Association of County Commissioners of Georgia’s Interlocal Risk Management Agency and is being considered for a member of the Regional Indigent Defense Committee.  

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

