MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS DR. BUTCH MOSELY, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend John Thomas gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approval of transferring abandoned roadway property to Charlie Rozier.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

Jennifer Edwards with the US Department of Commerce US Census Bureau did not attend meeting to give her presentation.
Chairman Rich recognized Ronnie Martin and Will Fell with the Decatur County Wild Fire Protection Plan.  Mr. Martin and Mr. Fell presented graphics showing an action plan for wildfire mitigation and conservation of natural resources for Decatur County.  Mr. Fell said the plan includes prioritized recommendations for the appropriate types and methods of fuel reduction and structure ignitability reduction that will protect this community and its essential infrastructure.  Mr. Will stated it also included a plan for wildfire suppression and community centered actions that will educate citizens on wildfires, its risks, and ways to protect lives and properties.  Mr. Fell gave the commissioners and the citizens present a brochure of wildfire protection plan and an action plan for wildfire mitigation.  
Chairman Rich recognized Daughtery Melton with Melton’s Mortuary.  Mr. Melton spoke of concerns with the County Coroner using his personal vehicles and not the County Coroner’s car.  Mr. Melton also spoke of concerns with Memorial Hospital and Manor not having but one doctor on duty and it taking too long to see a doctor in the emergency room.  County Coroner Peter Bruton addressed Mr. Melton’s concern with him using his personal vehicle to transfer deceased bodies.  Mr. Bruton stated the Coroner’s vehicle that the county provided was inoperable and he has never transferred a deceased from a scene in his van.  Mr. Bruton said he has never taken his hearse out and I had never charged the county any money to use his personal vehicles.  Chairman Rich suggested Mr. Melton discuss the issues he has with Memorial Hospital with the Hospital Authority.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Ben White. Mr. White thanked the commissioners fro holding the line on the millage rate.  Mr. White asked the board to think twice about raising user fees and other taxes they have indicated will be imposed on Decatur County.  Mr. White asked if any county employees were getting a pay raise in this budget.  County Administrator Tom Patton said no county employees will receive a raise in this budget year.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, July 14, 2009.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the public hearing held July 23, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the public hearing held July 23, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider bids and award contract for Courthouse Annex Roof replacement.  Chairman Rich recognized Leon Lynn with Jinright, Ryan, & Lynn, Architects & Planners.  Mr. Lynn recommended that county leaders opt to start over by salvaging the metal from the most recent roof and removing the other three old roofs.  That would expose the underlying wood substrate and allow the contractor to install a single-ply membrane roof that would be extended up the roof’s parapets to more effectively seal all the horizontal and vertical surfaces on the roof, Mr. Lynn said.  Mr. Lynn stated the membrane is expected to be backed by a 20-year warranty from the manufacturer, who will also send a technical consultant to offer advice on the new roof.  Mr. Lynn said the warranty would not limit the amount of money to be spent in case the manufacturer had to replace the roof during the 20 years.  Mr. Lynn said the warranty would also cover the roof’s flashings, pieces of sheet metal used to cover certain joints and angles on the roof in order to prevent leaks. Mr. Lynn said out of nine original prospective bidders, he received three bids.  Mr. Lynn stated the apparent low bidder is Peach State Roofing from Milton Florida with a bid of $49,000.00.  The other two bids were $89,589.00 from Harrell Roofing and $55,434.00 from KH Contracting, both from Tallahassee, Florida.  Mr. Lynn said he recommends the commissioners approve the low bidder, Peach State Roofing, who expects to finish work on the new roof within 45 day after the work begins.  A brief discussion followed.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve Peach State Roofing with a bid of $49,000.00 as recommended by Mr. Lynn.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider approval of transferring abandoned roadway property to Charlie Rozier.  County Attorney Moseley explained this was a little shiver of highway property approximately .84 acres in rectangle odd shaped.  Mr. Moseley stated several landowners including Mr. Rozier had conveyed property on US 27 to the county when US 27 was four-laned years ago.  Mr. Moseley recommended the commissioners to convey this portion of land back to Mr. Rozier.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to transfer this property back to Mr. Charlie Rozier.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel issue.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel issue.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to discuss an evaluation for the County Administrator.  Chairman Rich stated no action was to be taken at this time.  

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

