MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, First Christian Church Youth Minister Damon Edwards gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

Chairman Rich recognized Debbie McIntyre, Director of Decatur County Certified Literate Community Program.  Ms. McIntyre presented to the commissioners an update on Learning is for Everyone (LIFE).  Ms. McIntyre reported that the LIFE program has met its ten year goal.  Ms. McIntyre stated that over the last ten years, LIFE has served and improved the literacy of over 3700 people.  Ms. McIntyre stated the program will continue to improve the quality of life for our citizens by offering opportunities to improve literacy levels and will concentrate on raising funds for GED scholarships.  Ms. McIntyre thanked the commissioners for their continued support.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No one signed up for Public Participation.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, March 10, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 

and unanimously approved.
Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Called meeting, March 12, 2009.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Intergovernmental Agreement Between Decatur, Grady and Seminole Counties for the Comprehensive Telecommunications System.  County Attorney Brown Moseley stated that he was asked at the previous meeting to look over this agreement and reported to the commission that he did not find any problems with the agreement.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between Decatur, Grady and Seminole Counties for the Comprehensive Telecommunications System.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Intergovernmental Agreement Among Political Subdivisions of Georgia All-Hazards Region 2 Regarding the Region 2 Radio System.  Attorney Moseley stated that he also looked over this agreement as requested by the commission at the last meeting and did not find any problems with this agreement.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated this upgrade would improve wireless communications for public safety agencies, like law enforcement, emergency medical responders and firefighters by installing new communication towers and related equipment.  Mr. Patton said another development which the counties’ agreement could bring about is the possibility of bringing wireless high-speed internet to rural residents and businesses.  Mr. Patton stated while the counties have made steps toward applying for potentially millions of dollars in grant money from state and federal agencies, the necessary communications upgrades could take two to three years to complete.  Mr. Patton stated the county is heading in the right direction to get the leading edge of technology.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement regarding the Region 2 Radio System.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Public Hearing – Nuisance Ordinance.  Chairman Rich announced this was the fourth public hearing on the Nuisance Ordinance to hear the citizens’ concerns.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into a public hearing for the Decatur County Nuisance Ordinance.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Chairman Rich announced that no one had signed up to speak at the public hearing on the Nuisance Ordinance.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to close the public hearing on the Nuisance Ordinance.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for Motor Grader for Road Department.  Finance Director Carl Rowland stated he had received bids from Flint Equipment, Yancey Brothers and Tractor and Equipment Supply.  Mr. Rowland explained in consideration of the five year buy-back guarantee, he recommended the board approve the bid from Yancey Brothers with a base bid of $235,000, $100,000 trade in allowance and $135,000 guaranteed five year buy-back amount.  Mr. Rowland stated after considering the guaranteed buy-back amount from Yancey, the price difference between Flint Equipment and Yancey Brothers would be $4,083.00.  Mr. Rowland asked the board to also include in the motion third party financing.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the bid from Yancey Brothers as recommended by Mr. Rowland with third party financing.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel and litigation matters.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel and litigation matters.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to discuss some personnel and litigation issues.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to appoint Elijah McCoy as Warden for the Decatur County Correctional Institution.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to appoint Ron Harrigan to the Southwest Georgia Workforce Investment Board.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Chairman Rich stated other board appointments were discussed and a litigation matter but no action was taken at this time.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

