MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2011
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COMMISSIONERS DR. EARL PERRY, RUSSELL SMITH, FRANK LOEFFLER AND OLIVER SELLERS, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Mosely called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Bryan Hatchett gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Add Consider Approval of Intergovernmental Agreements between Decatur County, the Board of Elections, Attapulgus, Bainbridge, Board of Education, Brinson and Climax to conduct elections on November 8, 2011; and add Acknowledge Financial Reports for February 2011.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the amendments as requested.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
Chairman Mosely recognized Jason Coleman, Regional Sales Manager for MainStreet Broadband.  Mr. Coleman gave an update on the progress made.  Mr. Coleman stated that 80% of Decatur County and 90% of households are now covered.  Mr. Coleman stated MainStreet Broadband is moving forward with their build out of final sites, network optimization and working on the coverage gaps.  Mr. Coleman provided plans to celebrate the first anniversary of the service’s operation in Decatur County.  

Chairman Mosely recognized Paul Forgey, Planning Director with the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission.  Mr. Forgey reported about ongoing updates to the Southwest Georgia Regional Plan.  Mr. Forgey stated the work involves identifying local resources that are valuable to the whole region.  Mr. Forgey stated the Regional Commission’s sole purpose is to assist and complement local jurisdictions by responding to their needs, as well as to assist in accomplishing goals in and for the commission.  Mr. Forgey stated the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission offers a wealth of services to governments in the region.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was no Public Participation. 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, February 22, 2011.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the minutes of a work session held March 3, 2011.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Mosely commended Public Works Superintendent Dennis Medley and everyone involved in the Roads and Bridges Workshop.  Chairman Mosely stated it was very informative and well organized. 
OLD BUSINESS

Reconsider Procedure for Disposal of Obsolete Voting Precinct Properties.  Commissioner Perry requested Commissioners rescind the procedure for disposal of obsolete voting precinct properties, Bell and Pinehill, which was adopted at the last meeting.  Commissioner Perry said he had researched the requirements of state law, concerning local governments’ disposal of surplus land.  Commissioner Perry stated the two properties were only 0.5 acres and 0.46 acres and that 1.5 acres are required by code for construction on the property.  Commissioner Perry stated they were not presented with the option allowed to offer the property to the adjoining landowners first rather than a sealed bid as was approved.  Commissioner Perry said this would save the county money it would otherwise have to spend on advertising the sales and printing detailed legal descriptions of the properties.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to rescind the procedure for disposal of the Bell and Pinehill voting precinct properties that was adopted at the last meeting.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  Commissioner Loeffler stated sealed bids was a unanimous decision in their last meeting and felt this would as least give all citizens a chance to bid.  Commissioner Loeffler said he would like to keep it as it was voted on at the last meeting.  Chairman Mosely said he didn’t think Commissioner Perry should make that motion since one of his relatives owned an adjoining property and suggested Commission Perry recuse himself from the matter.  County Attorney Moseley stated that he had made the recommendation to sell the land by sealed bid because one of Commissioner Perry’s relatives is the abutting landowner.  Attorney Moseley said he felt like it was not in the best interest of the commission as a whole to have a private sale involving relatives of one of the commissioners.  Commissioner Perry stated a precedent was established for when a non-conforming parcel of land the County had previously disposed had been offered to the adjoining landowner.  Commissioner Stafford stated he felt this would be the easiest way, to give adjacent owners a chance to purchase these properties and save money at the same time.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley asked to speak and Chairman Mosely recognized him.  Commissioner Perry called Point of Order and stated the time for Public Participation had passed.  A vote was taken.  Commissioner Perry and Commissioner Stafford voted to rescind.  Commissioners Smith, Loeffler, Sellers and Chairman Mosely opposed.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Bids and Award for Timber Sale at Industrial Air Park.  Chairman Mosely read aloud the three bids received for thinning the timber at the Industrial Air Park.  County Administrator Tom Patton recommended the board approve the high bidder, Coastal Plywood Company in the amount of $153,126.00.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve the bid from Coastal Plywood Company.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Bids and Award for Pickup Truck for Fire Department.  County Administrator Tom Patton stated the Fire and Rescue Department needs a new pickup truck to replace one that has more than 186,000 miles on it.  Mr. Patton stated the old truck still runs good and will be transferred to the Public Works Department. Mr. Patton read aloud the four bids received for a 2011 Ford F-150 and recommended the board approve the bid from Southwind Ford in the amount of $24,397.00.  Mr. Patton stated although this was not the lowest bid, the difference was only $235.00 from the lowest bid received from Brannen Ford but would cost more than $235.00 to travel the distance to pick the truck up.  Chairman Mosely noted all the bids received were for Ford Trucks and asked if other manufacturers were given a chance to bid.  Chief Charlie McCann stated only Ford Dealerships were given a chance to bid.  County Finance Director Carl Rowland said this was because of a special pricing program Ford offers to government buyers, Ford vehicles usually end up being the lowest bid.  Commissioner Loeffler said at least one local, non-Ford dealership had expressed interest to him about bidding on county vehicle purchases.  Commissioner Loeffler stated he felt that others need to have the opportunity to submit bids.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to table the item and send out a new request for bids on the pickup truck to include other local dealerships.  Commissioner Sellers seconded the motion.  Commissioner Perry said in the past the county had worked hard to get other dealerships to give bids and their comments were they could not compete with Ford because they didn’t have government packages to offer like Ford has but other dealerships should at least have the opportunity to bid. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.    

Consider Bids and Award for Soil Sampling of Landfill Property.  Mr. Patton explained the county has 90 days to do soil sampling of the proposed 300 acre expansion of the adjacent existing Decatur County Solid Waste Facility.  Mr. Patton recommended the board approve TTL, Inc. in the amount of $29,124.00 for the soil sampling of the landfill property.  A brief discussion followed.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve TTL, Inc.   Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Purchase of a Methane Gas Quality Monitor.  Finance Director Carl Rowland recommended the board approve a bid of $14,995.35 from Landtec North America of Damascus, Md., for a methane gas quality monitor that will be used to verify carbon credits to sell.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to approve this purchase as recommended by Mr. Rowland.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Emergency Purchase for Services at Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Mr. Patton stated last week some lines were stopped up and to avoid shutting down the lines, an emergency repair was necessary.  Mr. Patton recommended the board approve a repair in the amount of $22,400.00 to Little River Utilities, Inc.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this emergency purchase.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Intergovernmental Agreements between Decatur County, the Board of Elections, Attapulgus, Bainbridge, Board of Education, Brinson and Climax to conduct elections on November 8, 2011.  Mr. Patton stated these were standard Intergovernmental Agreements made every year to conduct elections in November.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve these Intergovernmental Agreements between Decatur County, the Board of Elections, Attaplugus, Bainbridge, Board of Education, Brinson and Climax to conduct elections on November 8, 2011.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.     
Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Statements for February 2011.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley stated the Financial Statements for February 2011 was for the commissioners’ review and no action was required.  Mr. Shirley spoke to the commissioners concerning issues at Memorial Hospital.  Mr. Shirley stated the Board of Commissioners appoints members to the Hospital Board and asked the Commissioners to look into any way they could help with the matters he spoke of.

COMMISSIONERS’ REMARKS

Commissioner Smith thanked everyone responsible for the work done on John Sam Road.

Chairman Mosely made a motion to add a personnel matter to executive session.    Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  Commissioner Perry said he didn’t think that was allowed because commissioners had already voted to approve the agenda earlier in the meeting.  County Attorney Moseley said he didn’t know of any reason why commissioners couldn’t vote again to add what Commissioner Mosely had suggested.  A vote was taken with a 5 to 1 vote.  Commissioner Perry opposed.

Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to go into executive session to discuss land acquisition, litigation and personnel matters.  Commissioner Sellers seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
After executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Loeffler made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Mosely stated land acquisition, litigation and personnel matters were discussed and no action was required.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Loeffler seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

