MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. BUTCH MOSELY AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Reverend John Thomas gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Rich announced he would be leaving at 10:30 to go to an appointment and if the meeting was not over at that time, Vice Chairman Perry would preside over the meeting.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Consider claim for tax refund.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Ted Snell.  Mr. Snell addressed the commissioners on the issue of not wearing seatbelts.  Mr. Snell stated that Georgia still does not require wearing seatbelts in pickup trucks.  Mr. Snell requested the commissioners to contact their association to support enacting legislation to correct this.

Chairman Rich recognized Ray Chambers.  Dr. Chambers, Chairman of the Decatur County Board of Elections and Registration, updated commissioners on a proposal to combine some of the county’s 14 voting precincts.  Mr. Chambers said elections officials have attempted to solicit adequate public input by holding seven public hearings, two Board of Elections meetings, and one special called meeting concerning the proposal.  Mr. Chambers stated the proposal would consolidate the existing 14 precincts into nine, for accessibility reasons and cost efficiency.  Mr. Chambers presented commissioners with an estimated cost of $53,000.00 to upgrade the remaining precincts and make them accessible to physically disabled persons.  Mr. Chambers stated the Board of Elections and Registration has applied for a $50,000.00 grant from the State of Georgia which would cover most of the expenses if granted.  Mr. Chambers asked the commissioners if the Board of Elections and Registration should include the remaining amount of the estimated costs to upgrade these precincts in their upcoming budget.  Vice Chairman Perry suggested the Board of Elections and Registration include the full amount of $53,000.00 in the upcoming budget to assure that the costs were covered.  Vice Chairman Perry, Commissioners Stafford, Mosely and Smith all praised the Board of Elections and its staff for listening to citizens’ input and incorporating it into a revised precinct consolidation map.  Dr. Stafford asked Mr. Chambers if the Board of Elections had worked out the time lines and if the grant the board applied for was a matching grant.  Mr. Chambers replied that the grant was a straight out $50,000.00 grant and there was no match to be met and the time lines were being worked out smoothly.  Vice Chairman Perry reminded the other commissioners that once submitted to the Department of Justice, the commissioners might be contacted to get their input or asked for information pertaining to this issue.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, April 21, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 

and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

Consider District Attorney Joseph Mulholland’s Request.  Vice Chairman Perry stated the finance committee, which consists of himself and Commissioner Smith, met with District Attorney Mulholland, Mr. Patton and Finance Director Carl Rowland to discuss the recent requests from the District Attorney.  Vice Chairman Perry explained there were two requests to be considered; one being to consider temporarily suspending the $1200.00 monthly rent the District Attorney’s office pays to occupy most of the Courthouse Annex and the other request was to consider allotting the District Attorney’s office 10 percent of money seized from assets from illegal drug busts.  Vice Chairman Perry reported the recommendation from the finance committee that a suspension of rent will apply to the months of April, May and June and the rent for the rest of the year will be considered at a later date.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to amend the budget to decrease the rent and royalties revenue by $3,600.00 and match it with a decrease in the legislative contingency fund expenditure by $3,600.00 to cover the suspended rent for April, May and June from the District Attorney’s office.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry said by state law, the District Attorney’s office was entitled to the 10 percent seized from drug forfeitures.  Commissioner Smith said he discussed this issue with Sheriff Griffin and he was in agreement with this.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve allotting 10 percent of seized money from assets of drug forfeitures to the District Attorney’s office.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

NEW BUSINESS
Consider Department of Family & Children Services’ Request.  Vice Chairman Perry said the finance committee discussed the requests from the Department of Family & Children Services.  Vice Chairman Perry explained the request relates to funds the board budgeted to cover home expenses for foster children.  The Department of Family and Children services expects to have money remaining and would like to use $7,500.00.  Mr. Patton stated that the state will match this amount towards the set-up of the new location for the Department of Family & Children Services to assist with furniture for their new building.  Committee discussions with Department of Family and Children Services indicated the proposed monetary redirects posed no foreseeable impacts on client service delivery.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this request from the Department of Family and Children Services.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Chairman Rich thanked Jackie Bridges, County Director for the Department of Family and Children Services and Reverend John Thomas, a board member, for their dedication and hard work.

Consider Approval of Errors and Releases Report from Tax Commissioner.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve the Errors and Releases report presented by the Tax Commissioner.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Lease Agreement and Option to Purchase for Prospective Business at the Airport Industrial Park.  County Administrator Tom Patton explained this was a project the Development Authority had worked on for some time.  Mr. Patton said he reviewed the contract and recommended the commissioners to approve it.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this lease agreement and option to purchase.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Lease Agreement for Prospective Business at the Airport Industrial Park.  Mr. Patton said he believed filling the previous absence of a local aircraft maintenance shop will result in promoting airport business.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this lease agreement between Decatur County and Randy Chason at the Airport Industrial Park.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Resolution in Support of Bainbridge High School Graduation 2009.  Mr. Patton said WMGR asked the commissioners to support this post-graduation party for Bainbridge High School seniors.  Mr. Patton said this event being sponsored by WMGR and by donations will be held at the Bainbridge Country Club from Thursday, May 21, at 11 p.m. to Friday, May 22, at 6 a.m.  Mr. Patton stated this event is intended to promote a drug and alcohol free environment.  Mr. Patton stated the county made a $500 dollar donation in support of this event.  Mr. Patton read the resolution aloud.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Reports for April 2009.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley presented to the board the financial reports for April 2009 for the board to review.  Mr. Shirley stated no action was required by the board.

Consider a Claim for Tax Refund.  County Attorney Brown Moseley said the county received a claim from Ms. Glenda Cooper concerning excess ad valorem taxes that have been paid on property in Attapulgus for several years.  Mr. Moseley said it seems that the original house on the property burned down in 1991 and a new residence was built on the property the following year.  Mr. Moseley stated for whatever reason the tax records reflected two houses on this property from 1992 until now.  Mr. Moseley said state law authorizes the county to refund excess taxes erroneously paid by a tax payer, but limits recovery to the last three years.  Mr. Moseley said he recommended this claim be paid in the amount of $576.59.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve payment to Ms. Glenda Cooper in the amount of $576.59 for error in property taxes.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

 Chairman Rich asked Lt. Ashley with the Decatur County Sheriff’s Office to give a report on code enforcement activities.  Lt. Ashley presented commissioners reports he compiled with the help of Sgt. David Ellis, the county’s Code Enforcement Officer, and Red Harrell, the county’s Animal Control Officer.  Lt. Ashley helps Sgt. Ellis and Red Harrell respond to every complaint they receive from citizens living both within and outside of Bainbridge.  Lt. Ashley said he had experienced positive support from the community.  Lt. Ashley stated there were ongoing investigations and cases pending in court.  Lt. Ashley said they are focusing on trying to correct the problems, issuing warnings and fines in an effort to make the county a safer and more admirable place to live.  Commissioner Stafford asked that due to his district’s boundaries if officers were making themselves available to assist the city with animal control calls when necessary.  Lt. Ashley responded by saying they have developed a very good work relationship with the city.  Commissioner Stafford asked Lt. Ashley to continue to monitor response times.  A brief discussion followed.

Commissioner Smith made a motion to direct the County Administrator to contact appropriate authorities to list in the Bainbridge Telephone Directory Decatur County those residents who subscribe to Fairpoint telephone service.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry asked Mr. Patton to confirm that it is possible to call without toll charges.  

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel, litigation and real estate matters.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel, litigation and real estate matters.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Vice Chairman Perry presided over the rest of the meeting.

Vice Chairman Perry stated the board went into executive session and discussed a litigation and real estate matter but no action was required by the board at this time.  Vice Chairman Perry stated a personnel matter was discussed and asked for a motion to appoint a member to the Southwest Georgia Community Action Council Board of Directors.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to appoint Linda Burney-Henry to the Southwest Georgia Community Action Council Board of Directors.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  Commissioner Stafford said Ms. Henry was employed by VNA of Southwest Georgia and was a former member of Decatur County Board of Health.  Commissioner Stafford said he believed Ms. Henry would be a very good candidate for this board.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Vice Chairman Perry stated Decatur County has appointed two deputy wardens to assist Warden Elijah McCoy in management of the Decatur County Prison.  Mr. Patton said Lt. Gordon Screen was appointed as Deputy Warden of Security and Ms. Anita Johnson was appointed Deputy Warden of Care and Treatment.  Mr. Patton said Marjorie Mayfield, the Human Resource Director, Commissioner Smith and himself performed the final interviews.  Mr. Patton said Lt. Screen and Ms. Johnson were the two finalists among 11 applicants for the job.  Mr. Patton said both candidates were highly qualified for their positions.  Vice Chairman Perry stated no action was necessary by the board for these positions.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Mosely, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

