MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. BUTCH MOSELY AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON,  COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Commissioner Mosely gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Consider approval of resolution to authorize myself, Tom Patton, to sign documents for FEMA assistance.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Corine Jones.  Mrs. Jones stated she was a resident of Meadowbrook Estates subdivision.  Mrs. Jones said storm water flooding has been an ongoing problem in this subdivision for sometime.  Mrs. Jones said there have been times during recent flooding where residents couldn’t even get out of their homes and some had to evacuate.

Chairman Rich recognized Willie Calloway.  Mr. Calloway stated there were two lots in the subdivision which were bought by a government entity due to flooding damage and are now fenced in.  Mr. Calloway suggested that storm water holding ponds be built on those vacant lots.

Chairman Rich recognized Marcus Close.  Mr. Close also spoke of concerns of flooding problems in the Meadowbrook Estates subdivision.

County Administrator Tom Patton said county officials would like to see holding ponds built on these vacant lots in Meadowbrook subdivision but federal law prohibits them from being built on buyout properties.  Mr. Patton said he has spoken with both of Georgia’s U.S. Senators, Saxby Chambliss and Johnny Isakson, as well as U. S. Representative Sanford Bishop, about the law and county officials’ belief that it should be changed.  Mr. Patton said Representative Bishop personally toured Meadowbrook Subdivision, as well as the Slough Loop community and other areas damaged by this recent flooding and is aware of the issues involved.  

Chairman Rich recognized Annette Jones.  Mrs. Jones asked if ditches could be built in order to get rid of some of the water problems.

Chairman Rich said the county cannot direct water onto other owner’s property.

Chairman Rich recognized T.J. Lambert.  Mr. Lambert asked for an update on the flooding problems at Slough Loop.  Mr. Lambert suggested the county clean out Slough Loop to keep the water flowing.  Commissioner Mosely asked if it was the county’s responsibility to keep the slough cleaned out.  Mr. Patton said it was the Corp of Engineers that put that slough in and it was their responsibility to keep it cleaned out.

Chairman Rich recognized Dan Rebrook.  Mr. Rebrook addressed the commissioners with roads and the water problem at Connell Drive, Heritage Circle and King Thomas Drive.  Mr. Rebrook said these roads are off south Spring Creek Road, just north of Bethany Church Road.  Mr. Rebrook stated these roads get worse each year.  Mr. Rebrook stated the grader is just lowering the road which brings the water rushing down the road.  Mr. Rebrook suggested the county build these roads back up and let the water flow into the drainage ditches.

Chairman Rich recognized Joseph Hall.  Mr. Hall lives on King Thomas Road and said he concurs with what Mr. Rebrook said.

Mr. Patton stated they were aware of the problems with these roads and they are on the County Road List to get some help out there.

Chairman Rich recognized Lanorris Harrell.  Mrs. Harrell stated she lived in the Meadowbrook Estates Subdivision and spoke of concerns with the flooding in her neighborhood.  Mrs. Harrell asked the commissioners how she could get some street lights installed in their neighborhood. 

Commissioner Stafford said when the subdivision was established, it was a private investment.  Commissioner Stafford said she should approach Georgia Power and suggested this matter be a community effort which would be less expensive than an individual effort.

Vice Chairman Perry stated the Meadowbrook Subdivision had standing water when he first ran for Commissioner in 2002 and every time it rains, there are problems with flooding.  Vice Chairman Perry said no progress on this problem has been made since he has been on the Board of Commissioners. Vice Chairman Perry said the county could look at the ditches to see if anything can be done, but not much more can be done until they can get permission to build holding ponds on the vacant lots.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, May 12, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 

and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business to be discussed. 
NEW BUSINESS
Consider Approval of Resolution to allow Mr. Patton to sign documents to receive FEMA assistance.  Mr. Patton said this was a resolution that would allow him to sign the necessary documents on behalf of Decatur County for the purpose of obtaining certain Federal financial assistance under the Disaster Relief Act or otherwise available from the President’s Disaster Relief Fund for expenses the county has paid out during the recent flooding.  Mr. Patton read aloud the resolution.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Budget Amendment.  Vice Chairman Perry said an amendment was needed to handle the purchase of computer equipment for the Administrative Office.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to move $9,100.00 from the Planning Department’s equipment budget to the Administrative finance computer budget.  Commissioner Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Abating Property for Cleanup.  Mr. Patton stated the county has gone to every length it could but the property at 2113 Bethel Road was still not cleaned up.  Mr. Patton said the complaints go back a year and the situation is getting worse instead of better.  Mr. Patton stated the recourse is to abate the property; the county will go in and clean up the property and bill the property owner.  Mr. Patton said the property owner will have one year to pay the clean-up charges; if not paid, the county will place a lien on it and possibly take the property.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve to abate the property at 2113 Bethel Road.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Approval of Bid and Award Contract for (6) Sheriff Vehicles.  Sheriff Wiley Griffin stated he had $190,000.00 in his budget to purchase vehicles for the Sheriff Department.  Sheriff Griffin presented to the board a tabulation of bids received for various vehicles.  After giving bid details, Sheriff Griffin recommended the board approve the following bids:  Four Ford Crown Victoria Interceptors from Brannen Motor Company at a price of $21,125.00 each; one Chevrolet Tahoe Pursuit Vehicle from Brannen Motor Company at a price of $26,600.00; and one Dodge Sprinter 3500 Crime Scene Van from Cass Burch Chrysler Motors at a price of $38,384.00.  Sheriff Griffin said the total cost of these six vehicles would be $149,484.00 with a remaining balance of $40,516.00 to purchase vehicle equipment.  Sheriff Griffin said these vehicles would be purchased through a U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Grant recently awarded.  Sheriff Griffin said out of this grant the county would receive approximately $30,000.00 toward the purchase of these vehicles.  Sheriff Griffin stated the Sheriff’s Department is going auction around six vehicles on GovDeals.com in the next few days.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the purchase of these vehicles as presented by Sheriff Griffin with U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Grant funds.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

