MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS, GARY PHILLIPS AND GLENDA BATTLE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Commissioner Phillips gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approval of amendments to the concurring lease and memorandum of understanding with DaniMer Scientific at the Industrial Air Park. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS/DELEGATIONS
Chairman Rich recognized Van Smith with the Georgia Forestry Commission.  Mr. Smith presented the annual report for the Georgia Forestry Commission and the accomplishments of the Decatur County Unit during the 2008 fiscal year.  Mr. Smith thanked the commissioners for their continued support.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Rich recognized Mr. Jack Brinkley.  Mr. Brinkley, a native of Decatur County, asked the commissioners to consider renaming either Arnold Road or Bettstown Community Road for his late mother, Pauline Brinkley.  Chairman Rich said county officials would research the feasibility of the request.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, November 11, 2208.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business to be considered.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Amendments to the Concurring Lease and Memorandum of Understanding with DaniMer Scientific.  County Attorney Moseley stated the county commissioners had already voted to deed these 10.27 acres of land at the Industrial Air Park to the Development Authority.  Mr. Moseley stated this memorandum of understanding includes that the county will provide water and sewer to the DaniMer facility and if  DaniMer should stop using the facility, the land would revert back to the county.  Mr. Moseley said the agreement also states that the company’s use of the land could not interfere with operation of the airport.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve this Memorandum of Understanding.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Amendments to the Self-Insured Medical & Dental Plans.  Human Resource Director Marjorie Mayfield gave a brief update of the medical and dental plan for the county.  Mrs. Mayfield stated by operating a self-insured health plan during its previous fiscal year, ten months into the plan, the county has saved an estimated $672,000.00.  Mrs. Mayfield said the amendments proposed is to enhance the benefits as follows:  To waive prescription generic drug co-pay of $15.00 if plan participant completes health fair; to include eye care provision for a maximum of $200.00 per year for exams and prescription glasses/contact lenses at no additional cost to participants; to include provision for orthodontics at a maximum of $1,500.00 lifetime benefit; to increase dental premium by $1.15 per pay period for all participants.  Mrs. Mayfield said the proposed amendments would take effect January 1, 2009 with the exception of the prescription generic drug co-pay waiver, in which would take effect December 1, 2008 if approved by the commissioners.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the amendments as requested by Mrs. Mayfield.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and approved with a 4 to 1 vote.  Commissioner Battle voted against the benefit changes, stating her belief that a self-insured insurance plan was not in the best interest of county employees in the long term.  

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Statements for October 2008.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley presented to the board the financial statements for October 2008 for their review.  Mr. Shirley stated no action was required.

Consider Bid & Award Contract for Purchase of Service Truck for Road Department.  Mr. Patton said the service truck that the road department has now is over fourteen years old and this was a budgeted item.  Mr. Patton stated the county received three bids and recommended the board approve the contract to the low bidder, Dean Chrysler & Dodge for a Dodge Ram 3500 in the amount of $31,588.53.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the bid and award the contract to Dean Chrysler in the amount of $31,588.53 to be purchased without financing.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bid & Award Contract for Purchase of Sweeper for Road Department.  Mr. Patton stated this item was also approved in the budget and the old sweeper will be utilized by the airport.  Mr. Patton stated the county received three bids and recommended the board approve the contract to the low bidder, Reynolds – Warren of Lakeland, Georgia, in the amount of $40,524.00 to be purchased with SPLOST money.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the contract with Reynolds – Warren in the amount of $40,524.00.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bid & Award Contract for Purchase of Tractor for Ag Complex.  Mr. Patton stated the county had received six bids and recommended the board approve the contract to the low bidder, Nichols Tractor, for a John Deere 990 in the amount of $17,050.00.  Mr. Patton stated this item was also approved in the budget.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the contract for a John Deere 990 tractor from Nichols Tractor Company in the amount of $17,050.00.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Easements on John Sam Road.  County Attorney Moseley read a letter the commission had received dated October 9, 2008 from William Kelly recommending compensation for approximately one acre of his land on John Sam Road used for right-of-way to pave this road.  Mr. Moseley stated that at the time this road was being prepared for paving, the usual right-of-way deeds were presented to all of the adjacent property owners.  Mr. Moseley stated the right-of-way deed to Mr. Kelly’s tract was signed by Stewart Kelly who is a relative of Mr. William Kelly.  Mr. Moseley stated at the time the road department did the right-of-way plat, this land was owned by Christopher Kelly.  Mr. Moseley stated the land had swapped hands several times over the course of several years, all the time belonging to the Kelly family.  Mr. Moseley stated that the county in his view is under no legal obligation to compensate Mr. Kelly for this property.  Mr. Moseley stated that no other land owners of John Sam Road when it was paved received compensation for their land.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to deny any compensation be made to Mr. William Kelly for this property on John Sam Road.  Commissioner Battle seconded the motion.  Vice Chairman Mosely asked Mr. Kelly why he thinks he should be paid for his property when no one else was paid for theirs.  Mr. Kelly stated that he had never been asked to release this property to the county. A brief discussion followed.   A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Appointment of Dean Free to the Planning Board.  Vice Chairman Mosely said he believed Mr. Free had expertise experience which would be beneficial to this board.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to appoint Dean Free to the Planning Board to finish out the term of Dr. Margaret Smith which will expire on June 30, 2009.  At that time Mr. Free would be eligible to be considered to serve another term if desired.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Agreement with Silver Business Development, Inc. to Prepare a Grant Application for Homeland Security.  Finance Director Carl Rowland said this grant was focused on obtaining up to $2.5 million for an 800-megahertz public safety communications infrastructure and equipment to serve as part of a regional, interoperable system.  Mr. Rowland said he had approached Grady and Seminole counties about participating in the grant application and said the City of Bainbridge has also expressed interest.  Mr. Rowland stated Alan Silver, president of Silver Business Development, Inc. is very successful in getting such grants as this one.  Mr. Rowland said in this agreement, Mr. Silver would be paid $1,500.00 up front to prepare a grant application and would receive five percent of the total grant amount if awarded.  Commissioner Battle asked Mr. Rowland if he had checked any of the references provided by Mr. Silver or if he had checked with ACCG for a reference on him.  Mr. Rowland stated that he had not, but he had no problem with checking his references.  Vice Chairman Mosley made a motion to tentatively approve this request pending a thorough check of Mr. Silver’s references to include checking with ACCG.  If Mr. Silver’s references check out the board allows Mr. Patton to proceed with the agreement.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  Commissioner Perry suggested Mr. Rowland get an extension on the agreement to allow him time to check the references.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of The Farm-City Week Proclamation.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve the Farm-City Week Proclamation.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Wheeler Road Closure.  Attorney Moseley stated that some time ago the property owners on Wheeler Road had presented to the board a petition to close Wheeler Road to anyone other than property owners. Mr. Patton said the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the Corps of Engineers were opposed to this request.  Mr. Patton said Wheeler Road provides the primary method of public access to the northern portion of the Hog Farm Tract which provides public access to the Silver Lake Wildlife Management Area.  In addition, the Corps of Engineers has an easement granted by International Paper to access federal land adjacent to Silver Lake through Wheeler Road.  Mr. Patton said the Game Management Section intends to assign a full-time Area Manager to provide law enforcement support to promptly investigate any complaints regarding illegal hunting activities or prohibited four-wheelers.  Commissioner Perry made a motion that the request to close Wheeler Road be denied.  Commissioner Battle seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Adjustments to Water and Sewer Rates for the Industrial Park.  Mr. Rowland presented Stacy Watkins with Watkins & Associates Consulting Engineers from Tifton, Georgia.  Mr. Watkins stated the rate structure for water and sewer services at the Industrial Park should be self containing where it pays for itself.  Mr. Watkins stated that he looked at surrounding counties’ rates and Decatur County was considered very low.  Mr. Watkins said the customers at the Industrial Park pay a variety of utility rate plans now; his plan is to increase the rates and make them uniform, which would create a fair environment for all customers.  Mr. Watkins’ study proposes to raise both the water and sewer rates to $19.50 for the first 2,000 gallons and slightly boosting overage fees for high-usage customers.  A brief discussion followed.  Chairman Rich suggested the board hold a work session to further discuss this issue in detail.  The commissioners agreed to hold a work session on Thursday, December 4, 2008, at 1:00 p.m. to discuss this issue.  Mr. Rowland asked that the board give him authorization to adjust the rate for one particular customer at the Industrial Park now, until this issue can be resolved.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to give Carl Rowland authorization to negotiate a rate for one particular customer at the Industrial Park.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Mr. Patton gave a brief update on the cell tower research.  Mr. Patton said the county has located data on where all the cell towers are and this will be placed on a GIS map.  Mr. Patton stated that ACCG is supporting the Georgia Center for Local Government; which does cell tower ordinances, and they are willing to review our ordinances and make corrections as necessary.  They will also review any new applications for cell towers.  The cell tower that was brought before the board that is in question is still in question because of the location interfering with the airport glide slope.  Mr. Patton stated this tower is still being negotiated with the FAA.  Mr. Patton stated a permit to put up a cell tower is only $300.00 in Decatur County, while much higher in other counties.  A brief discussion followed.    

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

