PUBLIC HEARING

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2011
6:00 PM
LANDFILL PERMITTING
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. CHARLES  STAFFORD, COMMISSIONER DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONER RUSSELL SMITH, COMMISSIONER FRANK LOEFFLER, COMMISSIONER OLIVER SELLERS, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, AND ENGINEER CONSULTANT STEVE HARBIN.  .
Chairman Mosely called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 p.m.  After opening the hearing, Chairman Mosely explained the purpose of the hearing.
Chairman Mosely recognized Engineer Consultant Steve Harbin.  Mr. Harbin explained that the Decatur County Board of Commissioners has received a site suitability notice from the Environmental Protection Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources for a proposed vertical and horizontal expansion of the existing Decatur County Solid Waste Facility on the current solid waste facility property located at 104 Mineloop Road, Attapulgus, Georgia.  Mr. Harbin stated the Decatur County Board of Commissioners will hold this public hearing to inform affected residents and landowners in the area of the proposed expansion of the opportunity to engage in a facility issues negotiation process.  Mr. Harbin explained the permitting procedures for the new Municipal Solid Waste Facility and the facility issues negotiation process.  Mr. Harbin read aloud the law pertaining to permits for regional solid waste disposal facilities.    

Chairman Mosely recognized Jim Overman, Chairman of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  Mr. Overman asked about the number of years this expansion would result in extension of the landfill’s lifespan.  Mr. Harbin estimated approximately 20 or more years to what the landfill already has now.  

Commissioner Sellers asked how much of the landfill has been filled as to date.  Mr. Harbin stated Phase I, 80% to 90% full, Phase II, 60% to 70% full, Phase III will soon be completed and Phase IV is not built yet.

Chairman Mosely recognized Jim Overman.  Mr. Overman asked if there had been any environmental issues at the landfill.  Mr. Harbin explained there have been a few self reporting issues that were quickly resolved.  Mr. Overman asked, “Based on how the landfill is currently operating, will construction be offset?”  Mr. Harbin stated it would be offset and also the closure cost.

Chairman Mosely recognized Richard Crook, Member of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee.  Mr. Crook stated he owned land adjoining the landfill.  Mr. Crook stated he had no problems with the expansion or the landfill and its operations.  Mr. Crook stated he was a member of the Crystal Lakes Homeowners’ Association and none of the members of this association had noted any problems with the landfill or the proposed expansion.  Mr. Crook stated he was in full support of this expansion.
Commissioner Perry stated Decatur County had been through this procedure before when the landfill was originally permitted.  Commissioner Perry stated this procedure resulted in the creation of the Solid Waste Advisory Committee which ended in a positive result.

There being no further business, the hearing, was duly adjourned.
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