PUBLIC HEARING

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2008
6:00 PM
ANIMAL ORDINANCE
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONER PERRY, COMMISSIONER PHILLIPS, COMMISSIONER NICHOLS, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNEN LEATHERS.
Chairman Rich called the Public Hearing to order at 6:00 p.m.  After opening the hearing, Chairman Rich explained the purpose of the hearing and then opened the floor for discussion.
Chairman Rich recognized Mr. Yates.  Mr. Yates agreed with the majority of the drafted animal ordinance but said there should be a registration for animals.

Chairman Rich recognized Paul Johnson.  Mr. Johnson, who spoke on behalf of the Decatur County Farm Bureau, thanked County Administrator Tom Patton for including farmers’ suggested revisions, including language in the ordinance that clarifies certain exemptions farmers have under Georgia Law.  Mr. Johnson spoke of rabies vaccinations as being part of the ordinance which if done by a licensed veterinarian would serve as a form of identification of the animal.  Commissioner Nichols questioned the part in the ordinance where it states that a copy of such certificate is to be sent by the veterinarian to the Decatur County’s designated Animal Control Office.  Environmental Health Specialist Ansley Johnson is the county’s rabies control officer and he stated that he picks up these certificates once a month from veterinarians that could be shared with the County Planning Department, which would oversee the animal ordinance’s enforcement. The veterinarians will not be responsible for mailing them.  Mr. Johnson also stressed his belief that county leaders should enhance citizens’ access to rabies vaccinations for their pets through either private or public sponsored clinics.  Mr. Johnson said the local Farm Bureau office would assist with the advertising and sponsoring of these clinics.  Mr. Johnson said veterinary students could be utilized to assist with the vaccinating. 
Chairman Rich recognized Bainbridge-Decatur County Humane Society President Pam Immendorf.  Mrs. Immendorf said she generally approved of the September 18th revision of the ordinance.  Mrs. Immendorf questioned the language that stated animals picked up by county’s animal control officer could be impounded up to 14 days.  She said she believed increasing the maximum stay from the five days specified in an earlier draft of the ordinance could create tremendous over-crowding at the animal shelter.  Vice Chairman Mosely stated the longer maximum stay had been suggested to help prevent owners from losing animals to euthanization if for some reason the owner could not be contacted in that length of time.  

Chairman Rich recognized Martha Bryson.  Ms. Bryson told commissioners that a pit bull attacked and severely injured her dog on her property.  Ms. Bryson’s concern was that no where in the ordinance does it mention about animals attacking other animals.

Chairman Rich recognized Paul Jackson.  Mr. Jackson spoke of concern that the criteria for a vicious dog in the ordinance were ludicrous. Mr. Jackson’ concern was that a dog is not considered dangerous unless it actually does bodily harm.  Mr. Jackson also stressed the need for more staff to carry out the ordinance.  Mr. Jackson also spoke about having  pets registered and using that money to help fund the ordinance.
Chairman Rich recognized Richard Joy.  Mr. Joy spoke about the lease problem and adequate staffing to carry out the animal ordinance.

Administrator Tom Patton explained there will be one more public hearing on October 14th and the Commissioners may adopt the ordinance at their meeting after the hearing.

There being no further business, the hearing, was duly adjourned.
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