PUBLIC HEARING

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MONDAY, JULY 18, 2011
11:00 AM

MILLAGE RATE

PRESENT:  VICE CHAIRMAN STAFFORD, COMMISSIONER PERRY, COMMISSIONER SMITH, COMMISSIONER LOEFFLER, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND FINANCE DIRECTOR CARL ROWLAND. 

Vice Chairman Stafford explained the purpose of this public hearing.  Vice Chairman Stafford opened the Public Hearing at 11:00 a.m. for comments.  Vice Chairman Stafford recognized Gary and June Reakes.  

Mr. Reakes asked if the factor of raising the millage rate was a tentative arrangement or has it already been decided.  Vice Chairman Stafford referred Mr. Reakes question to Commissioner Perry, Chairman of the Finance Committee.

Commissioner Perry stated the Board of Commissioners today announces its intention to increase the millage rate.  Commissioner Perry stated each year the Board of Tax Assessors is required to review the assessed value for property tax purposes of taxable property in the county.  Commissioner Perry stated when the trend of prices on properties that have recently sold in the county indicates there has been an increase or decrease in the fair market value of any specific property, the board of tax assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such property and adjust the assessment, this is called a reassessment.  Commissioner Perry stated when the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback millage rate must be computed that will produce the same total revenue on the current year’s digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessment occurred.  Chairman Perry stated the budget adopted by Decatur County Board of Commissioners requires a millage rate higher than the rollback millage rate; therefore, before the Decatur County Board of Commissioners may set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions.  Commissioner Perry stated tentatively it is set; the budget has been approved with this increase.  Commissioner Perry stated it has not been set in stone but not likely to change.  Commissioner Perry stated the commissioners are interested in any comments that are made.

Mr. Reakes stated it appeared to him the decision had already been made and the advertisement in the paper should not be stated as a tentative agreement.

Finance Director Carl Rowland explained the State law requires the county to advertise with exact language using the word tentative and the language cannot deviate any at all.

Mr. and Mrs. Reakes spoke of concern about the value of their property today verses two and three years ago.  Mr. Reakes spoke of concern with the assessment value of their property and the likelihood of it fluctuating according to the market.

Commissioner Perry stated some assessments done this year resulted in the value of some properties decreasing and some increasing.  Commissioner Perry stated the tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 9.360 mills, an increase of .781 mills.  Commissioner Perry stated the proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $100,000.00 is approximately $31.24 and the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $75,000.00 is approximately $23.43.  Commissioner Perry stated the increase will result in being $6.20 per $100.00 in taxes paid compared to last year if assessed value didn’t change.  

A brief discussion followed concerning the cost of living increases for both citizens and county government.  Mr. and Mrs. Reakes thanked the commissioners for listening to their concerns.
There being no further business, the hearing, on motion by Commissioner Perry, seconded by Commissioner Loeffler, and a unanimous vote, was duly adjourned.
Approved: _______________________________________________________
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