PUBLIC HEARING

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MONDAY, JULY 18, 2011
6:00 PM

MILLAGE RATE

PRESENT:  VICE CHAIRMAN STAFFORD, COMMISSIONER PERRY, COMMISSIONER SMITH, COMMISSIONER LOEFFLER, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND FINANCE DIRECTOR CARL ROWLAND. 

Vice Chairman Stafford explained the purpose of this public hearing.  Vice Chairman Stafford opened the Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. for comments.  Vice Chairman Stafford recognized Mr. and Mrs. Hart.  

Mr. and Mrs. Hart spoke of concerns of the value of their property going down.  Mrs. Hart asked “why would the assessment show the value of our property going down if the county is trying to raise taxes?”  
Finance Director Carl Rowland explained each year the state requires the Board of Tax Assessors to review the assessed value for property tax purposes of taxable property in the county.  Mr. Rowland stated property taxes are driven by State law.   Mr. Rowland stated if the sales ratio of fair market values of property deviates 3 percent, the state will not accept the county’s digest.  Mr. Rowland stated this is based on how the state requires local government to handle assessments.   Mr. Rowland stated when the trend of prices on properties that have recently sold in the county indicates there has been an increase or decrease in the fair market value of any specific property, the Board of Tax Assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such property and adjust the assessment.  Mr. Rowland stated this is called reassessment.  Mr. Rowland stated an increase in the millage rate is necessary to carry out the budget level of operations. A brief discussion followed.

There being no further business, the hearing, on motion by Commissioner Perry, seconded by Commissioner Smith, and a unanimous vote, was duly adjourned.
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