MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend John Thomas gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

Chairman Rich recognized Jennifer Edwards, a partnership specialist with the Census Bureau.  Ms. Edwards said her goal is to work with communities in Southwest Georgia to achieve a complete and accurate census.  Ms. Edwards said the census, which the U.S. Constitution requires to be done every 10 years, is important for a number of reasons.  Ms. Edwards said it is primarily used to update each state’s population counts and determine representation in the U.S. House of Representatives.  Ms. Edwards said it also helps both the U.S. House and State legislatures redraw district lines, a process called reapportionment.  Ms. Edwards said the 2010 census is important because it determines the distribution of more than $300 billion annually of government funding for critical community services and it generates thousands of jobs across the county.  Ms. Edwards asked the commissioners to help by completing the questionnaire and mailing them in.  Ms. Edwards also asked the commissioners to help in getting volunteers to be members on a complete count committee.  Chairman Rich stated the census was a worthwhile project and a large undertaking.  Chairman Rich thanked Ms. Edwards for her presentation.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Andrew Heard.  Mr. Heard, president of Bainbridge Trailblazers, said he had experienced problems in obtaining permission and assistance from Department of Natural Resources officials to hold an organized trail ride in November.  Mr. Heard explained that in the past, the Trailblazers had held organized rides between Decatur County and Bonifay, Florida.  Mr. Heard said for the past three years, they have been doing more limited rides within the county and were hoping to ride within the Silver Lake WMA and camp out there this fall.  Mr. Heard said after initially getting what he thought was approval, he was sent documents suggesting his group would need substantial liability insurance, provide portable restrooms and pay a $500 bond/usage fee.  
Chairman Rich recognized A.J. Braswell.  Mr. Braswell told commissioners that many roads into the back hunting areas of Silver Lake WMA have been closed and ATV’s were not allowed.  Mr. Braswell said he was told if he wanted to hunt the areas in the back he could buy a bicycle.  Mr. Braswell stated his age would not allow him to do this.  
Chairman Rich recognized Brandon Rutledge, Department of Natural Resources biologist.  Mr. Rutledge responded to many concerns but for some he said he did not have an answer.  Mr. Rutledge stated that for the trail ride, they had been sent a standard form.  Mr. Rutledge explained there are other options and DNR could work with them on the requirements.  Mr. Rutledge continued to stress the need for communication on both sides.  Mr. Rutledge said DNR officials are aware of citizens’ concerns but are presently limited by budget and personnel constraints.  

Commissioner Smith said Decatur County had committed to assist keeping the areas mowed and the roads cleared when the property was purchased.  Commissioner Smith asked DNR to provide a time line of when different areas such as primitive camping, bike trails, etc., would be completed so that citizens would be aware.  Chairman Rich suggested Mr. Rutledge and DNR Official John Adams sit down with Mr. Heard, A.J. Braswell and other concerned citizens present to discuss these issues and see if their concerns could get worked out.  Vice Chairman Perry said from what he has heard, the communication problem lies with the Department of Natural Resources officials and not with the citizens.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, September 8, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.    

OLD BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Contract from Norman Appraisal Services for Real Property Maintenance and Appraisals Update.  Chairman Rich recognized Joe Hartzog, Chairman of the Board of Tax Assessors.  Mr. Hartzog said this contract had been tabled from the September 8, 2009, Commissioner’s meeting to make improvements in the contract.  Mr. Hartzog said Norman Appraisal Services agreed to begin doing on-site inspections of each of the more than 19,000 parcels of land in Decatur County on a revolving three-year cycle.  Vice Chairman Perry said he raised primary concerns with the contract at the previous meeting but since met with Mr. Rowland, Mr. Patton, Mr. Hartzog and Mr. Norman and was satisfied with the revised contract.  Vice Chairman Perry confirmed with County Attorney Moseley that the wording of the contract was correct.  Mr. Moseley stated that if no action is taken, the contract will automatically be renewed every year for the next three years.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the contract with Norman Appraisal Services.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Approval of Engagement Letter for Auditors.  Chairman Rich recognized Finance Director Carl Rowland.  Mr. Rowland said the audit would be performed for no more than $46,625.00, about $6,000.00 less than the previous audit.  Mr. Rowland stated the decrease was due to the firm becoming more familiar with the county’s financial records.  Mr. Rowland said although a contract to perform the county’s annual financial audits is due to be re-bid at any time, he recommends staying with the Valdosta firm for one more year because they are familiar with the county’s Munis computer accounting software.  Mr. Rowland said the Munis system is being phased out in favor of a new, easier-to-use system purchased earlier this year.  Commissioner Mosely said his desire was for the county to request bids on the future auditing contract from local accounting firms.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the engagement letter for the auditors as presented.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Setting a Date for Work Session on Roads.  Commissioners set Wednesday, September 30, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. to discuss road related matters.

Consider Approval of Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance for the Unincorporated Portion of Decatur County.  Chairman Rich questioned if the Sheriff or the Sheriff’s Department has read this ordinance. Vice Chairman Perry stated this ordinance follows State Law and he didn’t see the need to have the Sheriff’s input.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to table approving this ordinance to allow the Sheriff’s Department to review it.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Commissioner Smith said he felt it would show courtesy to the Sheriff’s Department to allow them to review the ordinance before approving it.  Chairman Rich said it looks like a good ordinance and commended Vice Chairman Perry for a good job he done on writing it but he thinks the Sheriff’s Department should have knowledge of the contents of the ordinance and that he had no problem at all with the ordinance other than this.  Vice Chairman Perry stated the ordinance follows State Law and the county attorney has reviewed it completely.  Vice Chairman Perry said he will vote to table it and has no problem with the other commissioners’ suggestion.  Commissioner Stafford suggested the EMS Director and Fire Chief receive a copy to review also.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bids and Award for skid steer for Road Department.  Chairman Rich recognized Carl Rowland.  Mr. Rowland stated a skid steer was in included in this year’s budget.  Mr. Rowland explained the skid steer is like a compact excavator machine that moves along on rubber tracks.  Mr. Rowland stated using a bucket and other attachments, the skid steer can perform a variety of tasks, including digging up earth, trenching utility lines, stripping asphalt and quickly clearing brush.  Mr. Rowland said three bids were received and recommended the board approve the low bid from Bobcat of Thomasville, Georgia in the amount of $58,330.00.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the bid from Bobcat in the amount of $58,330.00.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Bainbridge to Conduct the City Elections.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this Intergovernmental Agreement.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Climax to Conduct the City Elections.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve this Intergovernmental Agreement.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Office Space Rental Agreement for the Dougherty County Board of Health Early Intervention Program.  Mr. Patton stated this was an office space at the Health department to be renewed yearly.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve this office space rental agreement.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Office Space Rental Agreement for Decatur County FSA Office.  Mr. Patton stated this office space rental agreement was for six months.  Mr. Patton stated the FSA office would enter into another lease agreement once the new building was built.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve this office space rental agreement.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution Authorizing Jail Administrative Account.  County Attorney Moseley stated this issue was previously notated in the audit presentation.  Mr. Moseley stated this resolution will solve the problem with the auditors.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Mosely asked why the sheriff’s office needed authorization to have a checking account and no other constitutional officer had to have authorization.  Attorney Moseley said it was State Law.  Mr. Patton said he would be preparing a similar resolution for commissioners to authorize an account for the Decatur County Prison. 

Commissioner Mosely made a motion for the county to develop means and legal authority to have Parker Court House deeded to the Climax Community Club.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Larry Steiner asked commissioners why a hidden checking account by Decatur County Correctional Institute was not found by the auditors and if there were any more hidden accounts missed over the years.  Mr. Patton stated to the best of his knowledge there were no more accounts, but that is one thing that is being looked into.  A brief discussion followed.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss litigation and personnel matters.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel and litigation matters.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to discuss a personnel matter and no action was to be taken at this time.  

Chairman Rich stated the board discussed a litigation matter and no action was to be taken at this time.  

Chairman Rich stated an appointment of a Public Official for the Southwest Georgia Housing Task Force Community Board was discussed but no name was decided.  Chairman Rich stated it will be discussed at the next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

