MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS, GARY PHILLIPS AND GLENDA BATTLE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Mrs. Melba Kay gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Remove Presentation of Audit, the auditors will be here the 14th; remove number seven, consider approval of final plat for TCD Services, the attorneys are still working on this; add consider adoption of Watershed Protection Plan for Decatur County.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the amendments as stated by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS/DELEGATIONS
Chairman Rich recognized Mills Brock.  Mr. Brock presented to the board an affidavit requesting consideration to close approximately a 100-foot stretch of Beardsley Drive, located in the remote southwest corner of Decatur County.  Attorney Moseley stated that he had read over the affidavit and looked at the stretch of road in question.  Mr. Moseley stated the procedure for the Commissioners to take at this point would be to approve a certification stating that this road known as Beardsley Drive, a.k.a. Edwards Drive, has ceased to be used by public to the extent that no substantial purpose is served by it.  Mr. Moseley stated the next step would be to hold a public hearing and then proceed to quit deed this property.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the certification presented by Mr. Moseley.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, September 9, 2008.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Adoption of the Watershed Protection Plan for Decatur County.  Mr. Patton said development of a local watershed plan had been required two years ago by the Georgia Department of Environmental Protection.  Mr. Patton stated the plan was developed by Stantec Consulting Services of Macon Georgia and recommended the board to approve.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the Watershed Protection Plan developed by Stantec Consulting Services.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Contract Renewal for Annual Audit.  Mr. Patton explained this was the last year of a three-year contract with Fowler, Holley, Rambo and Stalvey, P.C. of Valdosta to perform the county’s annual financial audit at a cost of up to $52,000.  Mr. Patton stated that next year the county will receive bids for this service.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the renewal contract.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Participation in the Communities of Opportunity Initiative.  Mr. Patton stated that the commissioners and the mayor had to both agree to participate in this.  Mr. Patton explained this would give Decatur County access to special assistance from state officials to develop and achieve community goals within a two-year period.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  Commissioner Battle said she hopes that the county will get some participation from citizens on this project.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Authorization to Proceed with Application to the Department of Community Affairs for the CDBG Emergency Grant.  Mr. Patton stated this authorization is to allow the county to apply for $50,000 from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs under its Immediate Threat and Danger Program.  Mr. Patton said the money would be part of the federal government’s Community Development Block Grant program and its proposed use would be to cover the cost of repairs to Wautauga Road which was completely washed out.  Mr. Patton stated the money that the county would have to match has already been spent on the repairs.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Battle seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution for SPLOST V.  Mr. Patton stated this was a resolution for the fifth Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax, which was approved by county voters earlier this month.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve the resolution for SPLOST V.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion. Both Mr. Patton and Commissioner Battle commented on ACCG calling and congratulating Decatur County on the leadership in passing the SPLOST V.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board discussed several personnel issues and one issue was reappointments to the Tax Assessors Board.
Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to reappoint Johnny Skipper and Larry Carroll to the Tax Assessors Board for a term of three years.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
Chairman Rich stated the board discussed some other personnel issues but no action was to be taken at this time.
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

