MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2010
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS PALMER RICH, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Perry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Danny Vuncannon gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approval of Resolution to close Sherrill Hatcher Road.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve the amendment as requested.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve a deletion to the agenda:  Consider removing item number four from the agenda until County Attorney Moseley reviews this Ordinance of Outdoor Landscape Watering for the unincorporated portion of Decatur County further.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this amendment as requested.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
None to be presented.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Perry recognized David Cottles.  Mr. Cottles, owner of Cottles Roofing, expressed frustration, referring to the board’s August 10th meeting, when commissioners approved awarding his business’ bid to repair the Decatur County Jail’s leaky roof.  Mr. Cottles stated he was under the impression the commissioners wanted him to guarantee the entire jail roof’s durability after he completed his proposed work.  Mr. Cottles said he was frustrated because eight weeks had passed since the bid’s apparent approval, yet he had not been allowed to begin work due to ongoing negotiations of a contract and warranty.  Mr. Cottles said he was upset after learning from County Attorney Moseley Tuesday morning that commissioners might scrap the previous bids and re-bid the project.

Chairman Perry recognized Attorney Eric Gay.  Mr. Gay stated he was David Cottles’ Attorney.  Mr. Gay said he was under the impression commissioners were asking Mr. Cottles to guarantee the entire jail’s roof which was improper to ask.  Mr. Gay stated Mr. Cottles proposed a bid of $12,722.00 to repair the jail’s roof, replacing several skylights in a specific area of the roof.  Mr. Gay stated Mr. Cottles gave the county a change order adding $15,500.00 to the project cost, which was the price of a warranty for the entire roof.  Mr. Gay stated Mr. Cottles is able and willing to begin work at this time.  Mr. Gay stated if the county wishes to breech the Mr. Cottles’ contract, to send the request in writing to his office at 260 Whigham Dairy Road, Suite A, Bainbridge, Georgia.

County Attorney Moseley stated Mr. Cottles’ first bid was a little over $12,000.00.  Mr. Moseley stated Mr. Cottles came back this week with another contract for $28,221.60.  Mr. Moseley stated the county has not approved that contract. 
A brief discussion followed.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Rich made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, September 14, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   Commissioner Stafford made a motion to accept the minutes of the work session held September 14, 2010.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed. 
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Resolution to Close Sherrill Hatcher Road.  County Attorney Brown Moseley read aloud the resolution prepared to close Sherrill Hatcher Road.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Chairman Perry asked Public Works Superintendent Dennis Medley to change the signs on the road to show that it is no longer a public road.
Consider Approval of Proclamation for Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Chairman Perry recognized Captain Liz Croley from the Decatur County Sheriff’s Office.  Captain Croley invited everyone to attend a ceremony recognizing Domestic Violence Awareness Month at Willis Park on Wednesday, September 29, 2010 at 1:30 p.m.  Captain Croley read aloud the proclamation.  Chairman Perry stated he would officially present this proclamation at Willis Park during the ceremony.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve this proclamation.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Proclamation for Dr. Bob Lane.  Chairman Perry recognized Ryan Phillips, a board member of Keep Decatur County Beautiful.  Mr. Phillips read aloud the proclamation for Dr. Bob Lane.  Members on the board of Keep Decatur County Beautiful presented the proclamation and a monogrammed watering can to Dr. Bob Lane.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve this proclamation.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Authorization to Open a Checking Account at First Port City Bank.  Chairman Perry recognized Finance Director Carl Rowland.  Mr. Rowland stated he had a meeting with the finance committee to discuss rearranging some of the county’s bank accounts.  Mr. Rowland asked the board to approve moving the general fund account to First Port City Bank.  Commissioner Rich asked why Mr. Rowland wanted to move this account.  Mr. Rowland stated the general fund account was now at Regions Bank and they were charging fees which First Port City Bank would not charge.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve this request.  Commissioner Rich seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Reports for August 2010.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the August 2010 financial reports.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
COMMISSIONERS’ REMARKS

County Administrator Tom Patton stated the county held its annual Health Fair last Friday and had over 130 participants.  Mr. Patton said that number of participants was doubled from last year.  Mr. Patton said the county was concerned for the employee’s health and thought this was an excellent way to help manage health problems.

Vice Chairman Mosely said he was concerned with the Outdoor Landscape Watering Ordinance for Unincorporated Portion of Decatur County, for which consideration approval was tabled until further information was gathered.  Vice Chairman Mosely said he felt this ordinance was more government intrusion.  Vice Chairman Mosely said he thought the government needed to concentrate on helping the citizens with lowering taxes, and providing more jobs rather than creating more ordinances.

Chairman Perry stated this Outdoor Landscape Watering Ordinance was state mandated and did not come from the county level.

Vice Chairman Mosely asked about the progress on getting the Courthouse floor repaired.  

Mr. Patton said he has been in contact with an architect and was trying to schedule him to come and look at the courthouse floor to see what needs to be done.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Rich, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

