MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS, GARY PHILLIPS AND GLENDA BATTLE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Reverend John Thomas gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Rich recognized Paul Jackson.  Mr. Jackson asked the commissioners the status of the Animal Ordinance.  Mr. Patton reported the commissioners had held a workshop last Thursday and had made a few changes.  Mr. Patton said we are now ready to have two Public Hearings on the ordinance and hoped to have it before the commissioners for voting by October 14, 2008.  
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meetings, August 26, 2008.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Transfer Land to the Development Authority.  County Attorney Moseley explained the Industrial Development Authority was requesting the county to transfer to the Authority 10.27 acres of land that will later become the site for the DaniMer Scientific Facility.  Mr. Moseley stated this property was previously leased to them. Mr. Moseley stated the Development Authority would develop a memorandum of understanding with DaniMer concerning the land’s future ownership and use.  Development Authority Secretary/Treasurer George Floyd said DaniMer plans to borrow around five million dollars to construct the manufacturing facility, where it will produce the acid resins it ships to companies that will use them to produce a wide variety of eco-friendly products.  Mr. Floyd stated the memorandum would have to be signed off by the county commissioners, the Development Authority and DaniMer.  Mr. Floyd said the memorandum would state that DaniMer would have six months to begin construction or the property would revert back to the authority.  Mr. Floyd said the memorandum will also state the county government would have the right to buy back the land at a fair market value if the site ever becomes unoccupied for some reason.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the transfer of the land to the Development Authority.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Final Plat for Lakeisha Langdon, Executrix of the Estate of Charles W. Gaston.  County Planner Paul Soudi explained this property consists of approximately 33.5 acres to be divided into four tracts.  Mr. Soudi said this property was located on the northwesterly corner of U.S. 84 and Gaston Road.  Mr. Soudi said this final plat is recommended to be approved since it is in compliance with the Decatur County Land Development and Construction Regulations.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve this final plat.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Acknowledge Receipt of July 2008 Financial Reports.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley presented to the Commissioners the July 2008 Financial Reports for their review.  Mr. Shirley stated this report consisted only of the expenditures.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board discussed several personnel issues and one issue was a reappointment to the Planning Board.

Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to reappoint Alan Davis to the Planning Board.    Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. Commissioner Battle stated this would be a four year term. 
Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to reappoint John Thomas to the Department of Family and Children Services Board and commended Mr. Thomas on good reports on him.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Battle stated this would be a five year term.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

