MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
ANIMAL CONTROL HEARING
MAY 25, 2010

PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS PALMER RICH, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

Chairman Perry called the hearing to order at 6:00 p.m.  Chairman Perry explained the procedures of the hearing.  Chairman Perry stated that Officer Sapp has classified Mr. Markise Jones’ dog as a potentially dangerous dog.  Chairman Perry explained Mr. Jones has appealed this decision.  Chairman Perry stated the Board of Commissioners is to make a determination whether to sustain, modify, or overrule Officer Sapp’s classification of the dog.
Chairman Perry recognized Animal Control Officer Chris Sapp.  Officer Sapp presented to the board several reports of complaints involving Mr. Jones’ dogs.  Officer Sapp also presented pictures of the dog pens that housed Mr. Jones’ dogs.  Officer Sapp stated while the dog in question was running at large and without provocation, chased and behaved in an apparent attitude of attack towards himself, Deputy Dean, and residents in the neighborhood.  Officer Sapp stated at this time he confiscated two of the dogs, pursuant to the Decatur County Animal Control Ordinance.  Officer Sapp stated he informed Mr. Jones at this time that he classified one of the dogs, a Brindle colored female pit bull dog as a potentially dangerous dog.  Office Sapp stated he made Mr. Jones aware that he had fifteen days to request a hearing before the Decatur County Board of Commissioners.  On May 13, 2010, Mr. Jones presented in writing to the County Clerk a letter requesting a hearing.  A lengthy discussion followed.

Chairman Perry recognized Markise Jones.  Mr. Jones stated this was the first time this dog had gotten out of his pen.  Mr. Jones stated he was not aware that his dog was vicious or had tried to attack anyone.  Mr. Jones stated he would take full responsibility for any harm that his dog has caused.  Mr. Jones stated he would do everything in his power to assure this would not happen again.

Officer Sapp stated if the Board of Commissioners sustained his decision to classify this dog as a potential dangerous dog, Mr. Jones would have to comply with the provisions stated in the Decatur County Animal Control Ordinance.  Officer Sapp stated he provided Mr. Jones a copy of these requirements.

Several Commissioners asked Mr. Jones’ specific questions and made comments.  

Commissioner Stafford made a motion to sustain Officer Sapp’s determination to classify this dog as a potentially dangerous dog.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  Commissioner Phillips explained to Mr. Jones the reason Decatur County adopted this ordinance was to protect the citizens of this county.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Perry declared this hearing adjourned.

Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

