MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2010
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND PALMER RICH, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Perry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend John Thomas gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Consider approval to accept grant from Secretary of State to renovate voting precincts to better serve people with disabilities.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the amendment requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

APPROVE AGENDA
Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Chairman Perry recognized Administrative Assistant Barbara Parsons.  Ms. Parsons gave a brief update on the FEMA buyout program for flood victims.  Ms. Parsons stated she was ready to begin phase two, the application phase.  Ms. Parsons stated out of the 18 applications, 11 applicants have qualified for assistance.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Perry stated new rules were discussed and agreed upon for public participation during the commissioners’ retreat held February 16, 2010.  Chairman Perry explained the new rules to everyone present and handouts explaining the new procedures were given to everyone that signed up to speak during public participation.
Chairman Perry recognized David Norman.  Mr. Norman is with Coastal Plywood Company of Havana, Florida.  Mr. Norman expressed concerns about the Timber Harvest Ordinance which is on the agenda for consideration of approval.  Mr. Norman asked the commission not to impose permitting a process at this time.  Mr. Norman stated the added paper work would hold contractors up and that the information needed for the permit was not readily available at harvest time.

Chairman Perry recognized Richard Jordan.  Mr. Jordan addressed the problems with Slough Loop.  Mr. Jordan stated if Slough Loop was built back the same way it was in the past, the residents will get flooded again.  Mr. Jordan pointed out that another 100 year flood, of which we have had 3 in the recent years, would again destroy the road.  
Chairman Perry recognized Ray Harrell.  Mr. Harrell stated he was so concerned with the litter problem on Fowlstown Road that he and his wife picked up the litter themselves and bagged it.  Mr. Harrell stated he called the county office to see if someone could pick the bagged garbage up and was told he would have to take the trash to the dump himself.  Vice Chairman Mosely assured Mr. Harrell that someone would pick up the litter.  Mr. Patton asked Mr. Harrell to get with him on Wednesday and he would address this problem.  Vice Chairman Mosely asked Mr. Patton to look into getting some signs put up on county roads pertaining to fines for littering.

Chairman Perry recognized Daryl Boyett.  Mr. Boyett spoke in favor of closing Sanders-Lambert Road which is on the agenda to consider for approval.  Mr. Boyett stated this dirt road was established years ago to allow access for his parents to get to their property.

Mr. Boyett stated there was no purpose for the county to maintain this road and asked the commission to consider closing it.

Chairman Perry recognized Lofley Hinson.  Mr. Hinson spoke with concerns of the Timber Ordinance.  Mr. Hinson asked the commission to not add any undo burden to an industry that is already suffering.  Mr. Hinson assured the commission that he reported all the timber he harvested and paid his taxes accordingly.

Chairman Perry recognized Allen Emmons.  Mr. Emmons stated he thought the Timber Ordinance targeted just the timber industry.  Mr. Emmons stated that he already had to fill out a lengthy application for timber harvested and this would add additional paperwork for him.  Mr. Emmons stated the Timber Ordinance required him to list all the roads in Decatur County upon which motor vehicles will travel in transporting timber, which would be almost impossible to do.
Chairman Perry recognized Perry Clements.  Mr. Clements stated there was already a law present that required timber harvesters to report all timber that is being cut.  Mr. Clements asked the commission to enforce the law that is already there and not impose this additional ordinance.  

Chairman Perry recognized Ray Brock.  Mr. Brock stated he was owner of some timber property and that he paid taxes on timber when it was harvested.  Mr. Brock asked the commission to not add another burden to an industry that is already in distress.

Chairman Perry recognized Clint Beckham.  Mr. Beckham stated this timber ordinance would add another step that is going to take away time from his day, and take away time from his children.  Mr. Beckham complained about being cut off from transporting timber on Smithtown Road which would make him go extra miles out of the way.

Chairman Perry recognized Glenn Earnest.  Mr. Earnest stated he had been in the timber industry for over 40 years.  Mr. Earnest asked the commission not to add another burden to this industry as it would be passed on to the landowners.
Chairman Perry recognized Jimmy Boyett.  Mr. Boyett stated he owned Cherokee Equipment Company and employed over 30 people.  Mr. Boyett complained about the conditions of Pine Forest Road which his equipment had to travel back and forth every day.  Mr. Boyett stated this road needed the ditches dug, the road graded and crowned so that the water would run off and drain properly.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Rich made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous commissioners’ meeting on January 26, 2010.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
Commissioner Rich made a motion to accept the minutes of a work session held February 4, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stafford made a motion to accept the minutes of a work session held February 12, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Stafford made a motion to accept the minutes of the commissioners’ retreat held February 16, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

No old business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Timber Harvest Ordinance.  Mr. Patton stated this ordinance was a means to assure that taxes are collected on these resources.  Mr. Patton stated there was no fee for this permit.  Mr. Patton stated there are honest people that are paying their taxes; there are also some that are not.  Mr. Patton said this ordinance is meant to help assure all taxes are paid on timber harvested.  Tax Commissioner Don Belcher stated that his office is not getting all the taxes for the timber that is being harvested in Decatur County.  Mr. Belcher stated the county’s ability to know who is harvesting timber is necessary.  Public Works Superintendent Dennis Medley stated that at times roads are being damaged.  Mr. Medley noted a recent situation where the timber was being dragged down a dirt road and then across a paved road to be loaded onto a log truck.  Mr. Medley stated road damages from logging industries costs all the citizens of the county.  Chairman Perry stated the timber landowners received a conservation break which was a significant amount.  Chairman Perry stated while the trees were growing the landowners could receive this tax break and taxes were only paid when the timber was harvested.  Chairman Perry reminded everyone that there was no charge for this permit.  Commissioner Smith stated the county was obligated to represent all citizens and not just some special interest groups.  Commissioner Smith responded to Mr. Beckham’s complaint about not being able to travel Smithtown Road with his log trucks by saying that no semis were allowed to travel this road, not just log trucks and there was a weight limit on the bridge.  Commissioner Rich stated he was not happy with how the ordinance was worded; however, he did think the county needed a way to collect timber taxes more effectively.  Chairman Rich said he would like to see a better way to identify tracts being cut without adding a burden to the timber owners.  Vice Chairman Mosely stated he would support this ordinance if it were reworded to be more compatible to the people’s needs.  Commissioner Phillips stated there was illegal logging going on in the county and he felt this ordinance would protect landowners and logging people.  Commissioner Phillips said he felt the county was missing out on revenue that could benefit all the citizens of the county.  Commissioner Phillips stated he would like to get some suggestions on how to make it easier on the timber industry.  Commissioner Stafford said he heard both sides of the issue and that the recording version is the problem with the ordinance that he has heard.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to table this issue until the next commissioners’ meeting held March 9, 2010 to allow Mr. Patton to receive information from the forestry people and commissioners on suggestions for alterations to the ordinance.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

Consider Closing Sanders-Lambert Road.  Chairman Perry explained this was a request from Mr. Daryl Boyett to close this road and convey this property back to the original owners.  County Attorney Moseley explained although this road is considered a county road, it goes nowhere except to a dead end at the residence of Ms. Yager.  County Attorney Moseley stated this road is not used by anybody but the parties noted above, and does not serve any purpose for the general public.  Attorney Moseley recommended the commission take the necessary steps to close Sanders-Lambert Road which would be to certify at a meeting that the road has ceased to be used by the public to the extent that no substantial public purpose is served by it; adjacent property owners must be notified of intention to close the road; the certification must be published for two weeks in the paper; a public hearing on the road closing must be held and the road is declared abandoned.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve the certification that Sanders-Lambert Road has ceased to be used by the public to the extent that no substantial public purpose is served by it and direct that this certification, accompanied by a proper plat, be recorded in the minutes.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval to Accept Grant from Secretary of State to Renovate Voting Precincts.  Vice Chairman of the Board of Elections Wendell Cofer explained stated this grant was from the Georgia Secretary of State’s Elections Division to help Decatur County Board of Elections bring its voting precincts into the 21st century.  Mr. Cofer explained that the Board of Elections voted last fall to consolidate 14 of the county’s voting precincts down to 9.  Mr. Cofer explained the Board of Elections office in the Courthouse Annex counts as a 10th precinct.  Mr. Cofer stated the U.S. Department of Justice gave its initial approval for the consolidation, allowing the Board of Elections to apply for and receive an approximately $50,000.00 state government grant that will be used to bring six voting precincts into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to accept a grant in the amount of $49,601.44 from the Georgia Secretary of State to use for renovating six precincts.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
Consider Bid and Award Contract to Renovate Voting Precincts.  Mr. Cofer stated the Board of Elections received three bids for work to bring the six precincts into ADA compliance.  Mr. Cofer recommended the commission approve the low bidder, MNG Construction, Inc from Valdosta, Georgia, with a bid of $45,745.00.  Mr. Cofer stated as MNG’s bid was significantly lower than two other bids received, which exceeded the grant amount, the Board of Elections and other county officials did due diligence to make sure the company could satisfactorily perform the work to standards.  Mr. Cofer said they found that MNG has a good reputation and is a bonded and licensed company.  Mr. Cofer stated tables and chairs for the precincts will be purchased with the remaining $3,856.44 from the grant.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve MNG Construction, Inc. to renovate the voting precincts with a bid of $45,745.00.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Alcoholic Beverage License for Mandy Weathersby.  Chairman Perry stated that Ms. Weathersby was applying for an alcoholic beverage license for an existing business, Mr. Pip’s at 875 Colquitt Highway, that had changed owners.  Chairman Perry stated that Ms. Weathersby met all the requirements necessary.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this alcoholic beverage license for Mandy Weathersby.  Commissioner Rich seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Acknowledge Financial Reports for January 2010.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley presented financial reports for January 2010 to the commissioners for their review.  Chairman Perry asked for a motion to acknowledge receipt of these reports.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the financial reports for January 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Perry asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel and litigation matters.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel and litigation matters.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
After executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Perry stated that some personnel and litigation matters were discussed.  Chairman Perry stated that there was no action to be taken on the litigation matter.  Chairman Perry stated that a vacancy on the Department of Family and Children Services Board was discussed.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to appoint Sandra Brown to the Department of Family and Children Services Board.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Chairman Perry stated Reverend Willie Smiley had resigned from this board and Ms. Brown would serve the unexpired term ending June 30, 2012.  

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

