MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2009

PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS DR. BUTCH MOSELY, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Alfreda Williams gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

No amendments to the agenda.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

Chairman Rich recognized Ross King, Deputy Director of Association County Commissioners of Georgia.  Mr. King, Beth Bradley, director of the ACCG’s Land Initiative and Special Projects Coordinator Kathleen Bowen were present today to celebrate the completion of Silver Lake WMA and to recognize Decatur County and the land conservation partners who came together to acquire this important property.  Mr. King said in addition to funding from Decatur County, additional financing for Silver Lake WMA came from the Georgia Land Conservation Program, the Robert W. Woodruff Foundation, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, and the Kirbo Foundation.  Wallace Sholar, A field representative for U.S. Representative Sanford Bishop, Mr. Bruce Kirbo and Chairman Rich also gave brief remarks.

Chairman Rich recognized Kirk Chambers, a representative of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development Program.  Mr. Chambers stated the Federal Government required him to be present at the commissioners’ meeting to explain the purpose of the Letter of Conditions and what the requirements will be in order to actually get the loan/grant funds for six patrol vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Chambers stated the Letter of Conditions has to be read aloud in the commissioners meeting.  After the Letter of Conditions has been read aloud, the board of commissioners must have a quorum, Mr. Chambers said.  Mr. Chambers stated after the Letter of Commitment has been read, the chairman will need to call for a vote to adopt the Loan Resolution that provides the county to borrow the loan amount, it authorizes the chairman to execute all the remaining documents associated with the project including the loan/grant closing documents and verifies they will comply with the federal requirements associated with the loan/grant.  Mr. Chambers’ associate read aloud the Letter of Conditions. Commissioner Mosely made a motion to accept this loan/grant as explained by Mr. Chambers.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich recognized Sheriff Wiley Griffin.  Sheriff Griffin praised the Board of Commissioners for holding a budget workshop on July 10, 2009 that resulted in county leaders informally agreeing to research changes in policy that could improve the county’s annual budget situation.  Sheriff Griffin said it was the most productive meeting he ever attended with county officials.  Sheriff Griffin provided each commissioner with a packet of three letters disputing false allegations and statements made by members of the Decatur County Finance Committee and various county officials.  Sheriff Griffin requested his responses be made a permanent part of the minutes for July 14, 2009 meeting of the Decatur County Board of Commissioners.  Attached to these minutes are three letters with the Sheriff’s responses.  Sheriff Griffin told commissioners he was at this meeting to assure the citizens of Decatur County that not only are the allegations false, but no false allegations will go unchallenged by him or his department.  “Mr. Chairman, I’m here to inform you, because of these allegations and others in the past,  I have opened an investigation into the numerous false allegations against the Decatur County Sheriff’s Department and its employees by members of the Finance Committee and other Decatur County Officials”, Sheriff Griffin told to commissioners.  Sheriff Griffin stated in the coming months, he is going to name the individuals, or individual, that is responsible for these false allegations.  Sheriff Griffin commended Commissioner Stafford for recognizing confusing and conflicting budget terminology is at the root of the problem.   Commissioner Smith said statements attributed to the Finance Committee were totally reported wrong by the media.  Commissioner Smith said nobody minds being quoted accurately but we do mind being quoted inaccurately.  Commissioner Smith said it saddens him and he apologizes to the Sheriff and Dr. Perry for the media misquoting them.  Commissioner Smith said he was new as a commissioner and he has learned not to take what people tell you for the truth, to get the facts before you say anything and he erred in that and apologizes for it.  Commissioner Mosely said he thought what was said, was said but attributed to the wrong person.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Elizabeth Gibson, a resident of Connell Drive.  Mrs. Gibson asked for help with storm water flooding problems that led to water getting inside her house.  Road Superintendent Billy Leverette said the subdivision’s plans called for a holding pond to have been built, but it never was.  Mr. Leverette said efforts would be made to divert water off the Gibson’s property into a holding pond.

Chairman Rich recognized Ben White.  Mr. White stated that people don’t want any tax increase, whether it is a millage tax increase, a dog tax or business tax.  Mr. White said if the county has more expenses than revenue, the budget needs to be cut.  Mr. White suggested county officials seek county employees’ opinions where the budget could be cut.  Mr. White suggested that county vehicles not be driven home.  

Chairman Rich recognized Ted Snell.  Mr. Snell said the commissioners have worked very hard to cut the budget and no commissioner wants taxes to increase.   Mr. Snell said he was very disappointed that no citizens other than himself had attended any of the budget workshops.  Mr. Snell suggested any blame in the economy’s situation should be shared by the governor and the state legislature, noting the homestead exemption that has been taken from homeowners.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, June 23, 2009.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken 

and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the budget workshop held June 23, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the budget workshop help June 29, 2009.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the minutes of the budget workshop help July 10, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Vice Chairman Perry commended everyone involved for all the time and work that had gone into the budget hearings

OLD BUSINESS

No Old Business.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Allowing Attapulgus to be Included in the County National Flood Insurance Program.  County Administrator Tom Patton said he had received a letter from Mayor Johnny Medley requesting the Decatur County Board of Commissioner to allow the residents of the City of Attapulgus to be included in the County’s National Flood Insurance Ordinance. Mr. Patton stated an official Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Attapulgus and Decatur County would follow.  Vice Chairman Perry stated that Mayor Medley had been involved with FEMA programs in the past.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this request.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Error and Releases Report from Tax Commissioner.  Tax Commissioner Don Belcher presented to the board Error and Releases report for their approval.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to approve this report presented by Mr. Belcher.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

