MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS, AND GARY PHILLIPS, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Paul Medley gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add Judge Ralph Smith to speak about new procedures to collect mobile home taxes.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the amendment as requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Harold Yates.  Mr. Yates told of his eight year old granddaughter who was injured after a loose pit bull bit her arm at Smith’s Landing.  Mr. Yates pleaded with the commissioners to consider a local ordinance requiring dogs to be contained on their owners’ properties or on a leash.  County Administrator Tom Patton said lease laws, collar laws and registration are three things the county is looking at in an ordinance concerning dogs.  Mr. Patton also stated he opposed the practice of tethering dogs to trees, which often makes them more aggressive.  Vice Chairman Mosely said he would support a leash law but the issue was a complex one, as some citizens with non-vicious dogs do not want to be overly limited.  Commissioner Perry said the commissioners had procrastinated too long on adopting a nuisance ordinance to take care of this problem. A brief discussion followed.

Chairman Rich recognized Willard Weaver.  Mr. Weaver spoke of concern of having a special election for SPLOST due to the cost to the county.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, July 8, 2008.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS

Judge Ralph Smith – New Procedure to Collect Mobile Home Taxes.  Judge Smith explained a problem he believes hurts mobile home owners, many of them elderly.  Judge Smith said after paying their property taxes for a given year, owners of mobile homes are supposed to return to the Decatur County Courthouse between January1 and May 1 of the next year to obtain a decal that shows the taxes have been paid.  The decal is then to be placed in an easily-visible place on the home to let county officials who may visit know the taxes have been paid, Smith explained.  Judge Smith said the problem is due to the time lapse between payment of the tax and the decals’ availability, many people do not return to pick them up, causing the Tax Commissioner’s office to issue them a citation for not having an up-to-date decal.  Judge Smith said he then has to issue bench warrants for those who don’t appear which the Sheriff’s office has to deliver along with a date to appear before the magistrate.  Judge Smith suggested tacking on a late payment fee on top of the tax bill instead of issuing citations.  Chairman Rich suggested that Mr. Patton meet with Tax Commissioner Don Belcher to see what suggestions could be made and bring them to the next meeting.

Consider Quotes for the Sale of Timber at the Industrial Air Park.  Chairman Rich stated he was asked to look into getting three bids for clear-cutting of a triangle shaped stand of trees near the end of Runway 32 at the Industrial Air Park. Chairman Rich stated the timber sale will also include thinning of two nearby stands of trees, which were marked to make the deal worthwhile for a logging company to consider.  Chairman Rich stated he recommended awarding the bid to Balfour Pulpwood of Thomasville who will pay the most money per ton based on estimate to generate the county an estimated $3,900.00 in revenue.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to accept the bid from Balfour Pulpwood of Thomasville for an estimated amount of $3900.00.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Resolution to Adopt Amended and Restated Retirement Plan.  Human Resources Manager Marjorie Mayfield explained state law requires local governments to update their retirement plans every five years to reflect changes in state and federal laws and regulations.  County Attorney Moseley clarified that the specifics of the county’s plan were not being changed; rather, the language of the basic plan shared by local governments throughout Georgia was being revised.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to adopt the resolution to amend and restate the retirement plan.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Waiving Dumping Fees for the City and Seminole Sanitation during Bikefest 2008.  Mr. Patton stated this was a request from Robert Tate on behalf of the Decatur County Volunteer Fire Departments, for the county to waive landfill dumping fees for the City of Bainbridge and Seminole Sanitation during Bikefest 2008.  Mr. Patton also stated that inmate crews were to help clean up on Monday following the Bikefest.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to waive the dumping fees for the Bikefest 2008.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated that the board went into executive session to discuss issues concerning employment of public employees and there was no action to be taken by the board.
Chairman Rich stated the board discussed the replacement of Tina Green, who resigned from the Department of Family and Children Services Board.  Chairman Rich stated that Melanie Wood, an investigator at the Sheriff’s department, has agreed to serve on this board.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to appoint Melanie Wood to the Department of Family and Children Services Board to finish out the term of Tina Green.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

