MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2010
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS PALMER RICH, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Perry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Kenneth Cloud gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Add special presentation for the Planning Department and reword agenda item number six to read as follows:  Consider E911 Recommendation for Proposal Acceptance to Obtain Interoperable Radio Communications Consulting Services for Decatur County, Grady County and Municipalities.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the amendments as requested.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
Chairman Perry recognized Sheriff Wiley Griffin.  Sheriff Griffin stated Captain Janice Van Kirk was announced as the Georgia Jail Association 2010 Detention Supervisor of the year and presented an award at the recent Georgia Jail Association Summer Training Conference.  Sheriff Griffin stated Captain Van Kirk was nominated by her fellow officers and she was chosen to receive the award because of her leadership and diligence in striving to make the jail the best running jail in Georgia.  Sheriff Griffin gave Captain Van Kirk much praise.  Sheriff Griffin presented some history of the Decatur County Jail.  Lt. Beth Shaffer, President of the Georgia Jail Association and a Lieutenant with the Houston County Sheriff’s Office read aloud the letter written by Lieutenant Donna Thompson nominating Captain Van Kirk for this award.  Sheriff Griffin and Lt. Beth Shaffer presented Captain Van Kirk with the Georgia Jail Association Supervisor of the Year plaque.  Chairman Perry read aloud a resolution prepared for Captain Van Kirk in recognition of her exemplary work and presented the framed resolution to her.  

Chairman Perry presented Decatur County Planning Director Paul Soudi with a plaque recognizing his efforts as the 2010 Decatur County Census coordinator.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Perry recognized Ted Snell.  Mr. Snell told Commissioners that cooperation and togetherness are under rated in our County and City.  Mr. Snell stated both County Commissioners and City Councilors should be working together to better the citizens who elected them.  Mr. Snell asked the question, “How much cooperation, togetherness went into the decision to send $125,000 of our tax dollars to the city of Pelham to house city inmates.”
Vice Chairman Mosely stated he spoke with the one City Council member who voted against the city contract with Pelham on his way out of town.  Vice Chairman Mosely stated that he assured him that, if things could be put on hold, when he returned from his vacation he was sure something could be worked out.  Vice Chairman Mosely said he was very disappointed that the city and the county didn’t try to come to some resolution.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Rich made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, July 13, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   Commissioner Rich made a motion to accept the minutes of a public hearing for USDA grant/loan on July 13, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to accept the minutes of adopting budget resolution for 2010-2011 on June 29, 2010.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed. 
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Memorandum of Understanding between Development Authority of Bainbridge and Decatur County and Corrections Cooperation of America.  Attorney Georgia Floyd stated this was a good opportunity for Decatur County and offered to answer any questions the commissioners may have concerning this agreement.  Mr. Floyd stated Corrections Cooperation of America is the most cooperative business he has ever met or dealt with.    Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve this Memorandum of Understanding.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Proclamation for Ms. Alto Screen.  Chairman Perry read aloud a proclamation honoring Ms. Alto Screen.  Chairman Perry stated the Screen family is holding a reunion on the weekend of August 8, 2010.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve this proclamation and stated he considered this an honor to recognize these people who made a mark in the community.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Proclamation for Family of Wise Screen, Sr. and Alberta Screen.  Chairman Perry read aloud a proclamation honoring 147 years of history for the family of Wise Screen, Sr. and Alberta Screen.  Chairman Perry stated he would present these proclamations at the reunion held the weekend of August 8, 2010.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this proclamation.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bids and Award for HVAC for the Decatur County Prison Visitation Room.  Finance Director Carl Rowland stated three bids were received for the HVAC at the Decatur County Prison.  Mr. Rowland sated the specs were for two five ton units and one two ton unit.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the low bid of $14,500.00 from Parker’s Heating and Air Conditioning.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to approve the bid from Parker’s Heating and Air Conditioning in the amount of $14,500.00.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider E911 Recommendation for Proposal Acceptance to Obtain Interoperable Radio Communications Consulting Services for Decatur County, Grady County and Municipalities.   County Administrator Tom Patton explained this proposal was to obtain services in obtaining a new interoperable radio communications system for Decatur-Grady E-911.  Mr. Patton sated the Federal Communications Commission is making changes to the VHF bandwidth currently used by E-911 that will essentially require adoption of a different technology or replacement of all its users’ wireless radios.  Mr. Patton stated RCC Consultants, a global firm which has a Southeast U.S. office in Tallahassee, Florida, was recommended by the E-911 committee after interviews and scoring of five prospective firms.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve this proposal acceptance with RCC Consultants.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
COMMISSIONERS’ REMARKS

Commissioner Smith asked County Administrator Tom Patton the status on finding out why the Booster Club residents are not listed in the Bainbridge Phone Directory.  Mr. Patton said the company that produced the phone books in the past went out of business.  Mr. Patton said he would follow up to see what could be done to get it straightened out.  Commissioner Smith said he echoed the statement Mr. Snell said during the public participation.  Commissioner Smith said he hoped the city and county could negotiate a contract to keep the revenue from housing inmates for the city within the county.

Commissioner Stafford said he also agreed with what has been said relating to housing city inmates.  Commissioner Stafford said he hoped the county and the city could establish a better working relationship. 

Vice Chairman Mosely read aloud a letter from a citizen giving praise to the commissioners for passing the nuisance ordinance and to the sheriff’s department for enforcing the provisions of the ordinance.  

Chairman Perry stated he, Tom Patton, Carl Rowland and Sheriff Griffin have met on re-approaching Bainbridge officials on the issue of inmate housing.  Chairman Perry stated the county made an initial offer and expected to negotiate further with city officials and didn’t expect the city officials to act so quickly on the matter.  Chairman Perry stated more time was needed to work on this issue.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Phillips, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

