MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2008
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS EARL PERRY, BILL NICHOLS, GARY PHILLIPS AND GLENDA BATTLE, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Jack Piland gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add reconsider bids for Glide Slope Contract.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the amendment as requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Dane Eidson.  Mr. Eidson spoke of concerns of potential stray dogs injuring children or other people.  Mr. Eidson asked the board to consider placing a lease law within the county.  County Administrator Tom Patton said he shared the safety concerns and that the county officials were working with the Bainbridge-Decatur County Humane Society on the issue of stray dogs.
Chairman Rich recognized Attorney Paul Fryer.  Mr. Fryer asked the county leaders to more strictly enforce a Georgia law dealing with dangerous dogs.  Mr. Fryer said the law allows classification of dogs as dangerous or potentially dangerous, each of which have their own consequences after an accident involving them occurs.  Mr. Fryer stated that allocating more people and resources to enforce state law could make a difference.  Mr. Fryer distributed copies of the law to the commissioners along with some photographs of a 5-year old girl who was recently attacked by a dog while outside of her home.  Mr. Fryer asked commissioners to consider what more could be done to prevent such accidents as this one from happening again.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, May 27, 2008.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Final Plat for Bruce Warren.  Planning Director Paul Soudi stated this property is approximately 60 acres located on the east side of Jacksontown Road, between Greenshade Road and Old Faceville Road and is to be divided into two lots and a lot-line adjustment.  Mr. Soudi stated this proposed preliminary and final plat is recommended to be approved and is in compliance with the Decatur County Land Development and Construction Regulations.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve this plat.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Final Plat for L & M Development.  Mr. Soudi stated this property is located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Old Pelham Road and Margaret Gaines Road and is to be divided into seven tracts with no new roads.  Mr. Soudi recommended the board to approve this final plat.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve this final plat for L & M Development.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

FAA – Cut Timber at Airport.  Mr. Patton said the Federal Aviation Administration has ordered trees to be removed for safety reasons.  Mr. Patton explained that it was a triangle-shaped stand of trees near the end of Runway 32 at the Industrial Air Park.  Mr. Patton stated that Chairman Rich, a retired forester, had agreed to cruise or inspect nearby trees and make it worthwhile for a logging company to cut down, then a logging company would be sought to remove both the clear-cut trees and nearby trees marked as having high value.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to appoint Chairman Rich to cruise the timbers and seek bids to remove the trees.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Date for Budget Workshop.  Mr. Patton stated that this workshop needs to take place before the next commissioner’s meeting.  All the commissioners agreed on having the workshop on Monday, June 23, 2008 at 8:30 a.m.

Consider Approval of Errors & Releases Report from Tax Commissioner.  Tax Commissioner Don Belcher presented the report to the commissioners for their approval.  Mr. Belcher said Propex’s assessed property value had been reduced by $46,000 after taking its appeal to Superior Court.  In July 2007, Propex Fabrics Inc., a company operating at the Decatur County Industrial Air Park, appealed the 2006 revaluation of its property to the Board of Tax Assessors, which denied it.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to approve the Errors and Releases Report presented by the Tax Commissioner.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
Vice Chairman Mosely discussed methods of promptly identifying and resolving maintenance issues at the Decatur County Courthouse.  Vice-Chairman Mosely suggested designating a county employee to investigate any maintenance concerns at the courthouse on a regular basis.  Commissioner Battle suggested county employees working at the courthouse should be notified to contact Elijah McCoy about any maintenance problems as they occur.

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Reports for June, 2008.  County Treasurer Claude Shirley presented to the board the financial reports for June 2008 for their review.

Reconsider Glide Slope Project Bids.  County Attorney Brown Moseley stated at May 13, 2008 Commissioner’s meeting, the commissioners had voted unanimously to award a contract for grading and runway modifications to Circle B Contracting of Bainbridge, despite the fact its $380,750 bid was not the lowest submitted.  Attorney Moseley said he had since researched state laws dealing with contracts and found that commissioners’ action to reject the low bid in favor of another was in violation for two reasons.  First, he said local projects involving state agencies must use the low bidder, provided all bidders are properly qualified and the bid process is properly conducted.  In addition, local projects that cost more than $100,000 and are deemed “public works” projects must also use the low bidder, regardless of whether any state agencies are involved.  Mr. Moseley recommended that the board rescind their previous board action, and then you entertain a motion to again consider bids for approval of the site preparation for the Glide Slope Facility.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to rescind the board’s action taken on the site preparation for the Glide Slope Facility at the May 13, 2008 Commissioner’s Meeting.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Mosely then made a motion to award the contract for the site preparation for the Glide Slope Facility to the low bidder, Peed Brothers, Inc. in the amount of $371,905.00.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated that the board went into executive session to discuss some board appointments.  One board appointment discussed was to the Department of Family and Children Services Board.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to reappoint John Thomas to the Department of Family and Children Services Board.  Vice-Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 
Chairman Rich stated that the board had discussed three names to be given to the Hospital Authority Board for their consideration of an appointment to their board.  Commissioner Perry made a motion to submit the names of Mary Breedlove, Sarah Griffin and Jim Smith for the Hospital Authority Board’s consideration.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
Chairman Rich stated that the board discussed appointing one commissioner to the Southwest Georgia Regional Development Center Committee, which seeks to take a count of homeless persons and precariously housed individuals in the 14 counties it serves.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to appoint Commissioner Nichols to this board.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Battle asked for community support in taking this count.  
Chairman Rich stated the board discussed appointing a Fire Chief for Decatur County.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to appoint the interim Fire Chief Charlie McCann to be Chief for Decatur County Fire and Rescue.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
Chairman Rich stated the board had discussed some issues concerning the Decatur-Seminole Training Center but no action was taken at this time. 
Vice-Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve an amendment to the previous Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Climax and Decatur County on diesel fuel supply to allow the city’s police vehicle and maintenance truck to purchase diesel and gas from Decatur County as well.  Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  
Commissioner Nichols requested Mr. Patton and County Finance Director Carl Rowland to investigate the possibility of Decatur County becoming its own fuel broker to purchase fuel at wholesale prices.  Commissioner Nichols stated this would require the county to have a place to take a full tanker truck’s delivery of about 8,000 gallons of fuel.  
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________
                                        County Clerk

