MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 2010
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS PALMER RICH, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Perry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Reverend Bivens gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Add consider approval of lease agreement for some county property to Andrew Heard; add Real Estate to Executive Session.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve the amendments as requested.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
Chairman Perry announced that state government officials have given their approval to two requests made by commissioners back in January.  Chairman Perry stated the County Commissioners had asked Decatur County’s representatives in the Georgia Legislature to consider legislation to allow two changes: allow commissioners to rotate who hold the position of chairman and vice-chairman based on the length of time they have served; and to allow the board’s chairman to vote on matters before the board, which he is currently prevented from doing, except in the event of a tie.  Chairman Perry presented the board with a copy of the Act approved by the Governor on May 28, 2010.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Chairman Perry recognized Mathew Ivey.  Mr. Ivey addressed commissioners, seeking to have them reimburse him for lost wages, medical expenses and car repair bills he said he incurred after a May vehicle accident on Slough Loop Road.  Mr. Ivey stated the “Road Closed” sign placed there was not an adequate enough barricade to warn motorists. Chairman Perry asked Mr. Ivey to state what the sign read that was in the road.  Mr. Ivey stated he believed the sign read, “Road Closed.”   Chairman Perry suggested commissioners turn over Mr. Ivey’s documentation of his expenses to County Attorney Moseley.  Chairman Perry stated county officials would consult with Attorney Moseley and get back to Mr. Ivey with their decision by the next scheduled meeting, July 13, 2010.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Stafford made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, June 8, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve the minutes of a budget workshop on June 17, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
OLD BUSINESS

None to be discussed. 
NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Errors and Reliefs Report from Tax Commissioner.  Chairman Perry stated that two sets of Errors and Reliefs reports were put in commissioners’ boxes for their review.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve these reports.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bid and Award for Metal Roof for Prison Visitation Room.  Finance Director Carl Rowland stated four bids were received and recommended the board approve the low bid from Dixieland Metals of Alabama in the amount of $11,942.50.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve this bid if it meets all specifications.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Acknowledge Financial Reports for May 2010.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to acknowledge the Financial Reports for May 2010.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Contract Between Bainbridge Bikefest & Decatur County.  Chairman Perry asked Attorney Moseley to explain the purpose of this contract.  Attorney Moseley explained it was recommended that a contract be provided if the county funded economic development, tourism or recreation in Decatur County.  Chairman Perry stated $5,000.00 was put in the county budget for this contribution to be paid out in one lump sum.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve this contract.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Lease of County Property to Andrew Heard.  Mr. Patton stated this was approximately 25 acres of pasture land owned by the county off Old Clay Pit Road.  Mr. Patton stated that Mr. Heard was the only one to submit a bid and will pay the county $20.00 per acre per year to use the land for livestock grazing.  Commissioner Smith said he would abstain because he is a member of the Bainbridge Trailblazers Horse Riding Club, which Mr. Heard is the president of.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve this lease.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote with Commissioner Smith abstaining.

COMMISSIONERS’ REMARKS

Commissioner Smith asked Public Works Superintendent Dennis Medley to give an update on Ten Mile Still Road.  Mr. Medley said the primary project work was finished on June 10; however, his employees have to wait for the asphalt to cure before they can complete this project.  Mr. Medley stated next week, his crews should begin working on paving the road’s shoulders and installing rumble strips.  Mr. Medley said they will also put back two-foot driveway aprons and paint stripes on the road once the asphalt has had time to cure.  

Commissioner Mosely thanked Mr. Medley and everyone involved in moving the old voting precincts to the Climax Swine Time grounds safely and professionally.  

Commissioner Stafford asked Mr. Medley about the striping project.  Mr. Medley said the county has been approved for participation in a Georgia Department of Transportation program that would allow repainting of stripes on numerous county roads.

Commissioner Stafford highlighted how youth interns are working in the Board of Elections and Voter Registration as well as the Tax Assessor’s office.  County Human Resources Director Marjorie Mayfield said the interns are high school students she arranged to help through the Workforce Investment Act Program.

Chairman Perry reminded the commissioners and the public on June 29, 2010 at 11:00, the Board of Commissioners will hold a Special Called Meeting to adopt the 2010-2011 Budget.

Chairman Perry asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel and real estate.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel and real estate.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Perry stated the board went into executive session to discuss a property acquisition and no action needs to be taken at this time.

Chairman Perry stated the board discussed County Administrator Tom Patton’s contract which ends June 30, 2010.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to renew Mr. Patton’s contract to extend it one calendar year.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Rich, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

