MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2010
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS PALMER RICH, RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Perry called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Commissioner Rich gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

APPROVAL OF  AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendment to the agenda:  Add consider approval of resolution for the 5311 program on the behalf of the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission.  Chairman Perry stated School Superintendent Ralph Jones was present to request inmate labor.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to approve the amendments as requested.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS
Chairman Perry recognized School Superintendent Ralph Jones.  Mr. Jones requested the ongoing use of an inmate work crew and a guard to perform work at the county’s ten public schools and two unoccupied schools.  Mr. Jones assured the board that prisoners are kept well away from students.  Mr. Jones stated the Board of Education will pay the county government for the guard and any related expenses.  Commissioners inquired and expressed concerns relative to issues of hours of work, detail security and oversight, type of work, inmate injury responsibilities and work equipment.  Mr. Jones stated he had met with Warden McCoy and discussed all the details.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve this request.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  County Attorney Moseley stated he had looked over and revised an intergovernmental agreement to be signed.

Chairman Perry recognized County Planner Paul Soudi.  Mr. Soudi stated he was the Co-Chair for the 2010 Decatur County Census Board.  Mr. Soudi gave a brief update on the census and urged everyone to fill out their forms and be counted.  Chairman Perry stated that government funds are usually allocated according to census counting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Perry read a prepared statement and apologized, stating that he had no intention of being rude to any citizen or fellow commissioner at the last meeting.  Chairman Perry announced clarifications to citizen participation process of public meeting participation.  Chairman Perry announced that Attorney Moseley will keep time on the public participation participants and they are allowed up to five minutes for their presentation.  
Chairman Perry recognized Ted Snell.  Mr. Snell requested the board send a letter to the Governor, Legislators and the Board of Regents concerning the cuts to the University System. 

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Commissioner Stafford made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 5, 2010 work session.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, February 23, 2010.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
OLD BUSINESS

Consider Tabling Timber Harvest Ordinance.  Mr. Patton explained that after meeting with some of the timber harvest people and some of the Tax Assessor’s Board Members, Vice Chairman Mosely, Commissioner Phillips and Commissioner Rich, it was recommended that the approval and implementation of the timber ordinance be tabled to allow the Tax Assessor’s Board and staff to develop a method for permits.  The representative of the Tax Assessor’s Board indicated that they could report to the Board of Commissioners in about 4 weeks, their recommendations for permitting.  A brief discussion followed.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to table this issue for one month to allow the Tax Assessor’s Board members and Tax Commissioner to present a report on ways to approach this issue to assure everything would be accountable.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Stafford offered a motion that the Board of Commissioners receive an interim permitting implementation compliance report of the forthcoming proposed permitting process.  The motion died for lack of a second.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Resolution for the 5311 Program for the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission.  Mr. Patton explained this was a yearly request from the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission to apply for rural transit 5311 Department of Transportation funds on behalf of the participating counties in the Southwest Georgia region.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Error and Reliefs Report.  Chairman Perry stated that Tax Commissioner Don Belcher was not present but three reports were placed in the commissioners’ packets for approval.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve these reports as presented.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution for the Closing of Sanders-Lambert Road.  County Attorney Moseley stated a public hearing immediately prior to the beginning of this meeting took place as the final step of closing and abandoning this road.  The hearing resulted in no opposition to the closing of the road.  Mr. Moseley recommended the board approve this resolution to close Sanders-Lambert Road.  Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Proclamation for Keep America Beautiful’s Great American Cleanup Day.  Executive Director of Keep Decatur County Beautiful Suzanne Brandt explained that Keep Decatur County Beautiful organization will sponsor on Saturday, March 20, 2010, a local cleanup which is part of a national cleanup event celebrating its 26th anniversary this year.  Ms. Brandt read aloud the proclamation.  Commissioner Stafford made a motion to approve this proclamation.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution for Solid Waste Plan Readoption.  Mr. Patton explained the readoption of this waste plan is required by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs to allow solid waste plan deadlines to align with the new planning schedule.  Mr. Patton stated the only change that has been made to the Solid Waste Plan is an increase in the capacity of the landfill.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution for the 2010 Census Partnership.  County Planner Paul Soudi read aloud the resolution for the 2010 Census Partnership.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Rich seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Amendments to the Human Resources Manual.  Human Resources Director Marjorie Mayfield stated there were two work sessions held with the commissioners present to discuss these amendments to the Human Resources Manual.  Mrs. Mayfield presented the suggested amendments for the board’s approval. A brief discussion relative to the process for disseminating and informing departments and their respective staffs followed.   Commissioner Rich made a motion to approve these amendments as presented.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

COMMISSIONERS’ REMARKS

Vice Chairman Mosely urges that signs be placed within the county and $200 fines for littering be given whenever the opportunity by law enforcement.  

Chairman Perry asked Suzanne Brandt to give a report next month on the recycle bins.

Commissioner Smith asked for an update on the resurfacing of John Sam Road and Hales Landing Road.  Public Works Superintendent Dennis Medley explained the delay has been due to a combination of cold weather and supply issues.
Commissioner Phillips commented on the dirt roads in his district.  Commissioner Phillips stated the county needs to be proactive to get these roads in good shape again.

Vice Chairman Mosely recommended the board to follow Mr. Ted Snell’s advice and write a letter of concern for the cuts being made to the University System.  Chairman Perry stated he would get with Mr. Patton and write a letter on behalf of the Board expressing their concerns to the education systems and local governments.

Chairman Perry gave an update on a conference call concerning the FEMA Buyout Program per Vice Chairman Mosely’s request.  

Commissioner Stafford commended the staff members for working together for the citizens.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss land acquisition.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to go into executive session to discuss land acquisition.  Vice Chairman Mosely seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Commissioner Rich made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Perry stated the board went into executive session to discuss land acquisition and no action needs to be taken at this time.
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Commissioner Phillips, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

