MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  After the call to order, Reverend John Thomas gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Add consider approval of maintenance contract for the Tax Assessors’ office with Horne Enterprises; and acknowledge financial reports.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendments requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

Chairman Rich recognized Cpl. Kyle Duke of the Georgia State Patrol.  Mr. Duke said he was there to let county commissioners know that they and state troopers are interdependent on each other.  Mr. Duke stated the he and fellow workers live in the same communities they work in and are willing to assist local law enforcement agencies on a variety of tasks when called upon.  Mr. Duke said one of the main missions of the State Patrol is to respond to vehicle accidents, both major and minor, at the request of local enforcement.  Mr. Duke stated Decatur County has the highest traffic volume of the four counties covered by the Colquitt Georgia State Patrol post.  Mr. Duke gave a report on the 2009 statistics in Decatur County.  Commissioner Smith stated he asked Mr. Duke to attend this meeting and give a report on all the areas the state troopers participate in assisting local law enforcements.  Commissioner Smith stated he would like for the commissioners to consider budgeting some money in next year’s budget to help the Colquitt Georgia State Patrol post to purchase some equipment.  Chairman Rich thanked Mr. Duke for attending the meeting and for all the support the state troopers give to the local law enforcements.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, October 27, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business to discuss.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Maintenance Contract with Horne Enterprises.  Mr. Patton explained that Horne Enterprises has been doing the updates to the county’s computer-based property tax maps.  Mr. Patton recommended the commissioners sign a contract allowing Horne Enterprises to continue doing these updates through December 31, 2009.  Mr. Patton said county officials plan to work with the Board of Tax Assessors on development of bid specifications associated with future contracts for GIS services.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this contract with Horne Enterprises through December 31, 2009.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Resolution for Name Change for Road Department.  Mr. Patton stated the name change was discussed when county commissioners held a workshop on road issues on September 30, 2009. Mr. Patton said this department does a lot more than just roads.  Mr. Patton stated they lay water and sewer pipes, they construct and deconstruct, and they build the new cells at the landfill, just to mention a few of the other duties they perform.  Mr. Patton said while there was some discussion then of how much it might cost to make other changes related to the name change, the cost would be minimal, if any.  Mr. Patton stated most of the vehicles driven by the department use the official county seal.  Mr. Patton stated the name on the building can be repainted using inmate labor.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this resolution.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

Consider Bids and Award Contract for Road Department Vehicles.  Finance Director Carl Rowland stated two pickup trucks was included in this year’s budget for the Road Department to replace two trucks with high mileage and expensive to maintain.  Mr. Rowland stated one of the vehicles was a two door, standard two wheel drive truck and the other was a four door, four wheel drive pickup truck.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the two low bids submitted by Riverbend Ford in the amount of $14,197.00 for the two door standard truck and $23,849.00 for the four door, four wheel drive truck.  Vice Chairman Perry stated invitations for bids were sent out to Action GM of Bainbridge with no bids being received.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve these bids from Riverbend Ford as recommended by Mr. Rowland.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Lease Agreement with SOWEGA Council on Aging.  Finance Director Carl Rowland explained this lease with SOWEGA Council on Aging has expired for the Decatur County Senior Citizen Building.  Mr. Rowland stated this agreement was for a term of ten years with the rent of $1.00 per year.  Mr. Rowland stated the county is to maintain the building.  Commissioner Stafford asked where applications are available to rent this facility, the office hours and the rental requirements.  Mrs. Harper stated applications could be picked up at the Senior Center from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. along with the rental requirements.  A brief discussion followed.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this lease agreement.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Proclamation for Retired Educators Day.  Mr. Patton stated this proclamation is to declare Tuesday, November 17, 2009 as Retired Educators Day. Vice Chairman Mosely made a motion to approve this proclamation.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Keep Decatur County Beautiful Board Appointments.  Executive Director Suzanne Brandt said Keep Decatur County Beautiful relies on work of community partners and volunteers to accomplish its goals.  Ms. Brandt stated old board of directors, which was informal, is being replaced by a new board outlined in new bylaws for the organization approved by county commissioners on September 2, 2009.  Ms. Brandt proposed Bradley Bellville, Dr. Steve Golladay, Roy Oliver, Tim Smith, Frances Willis, and Commissioner Mosely who has already been appointed.  Ms. Brandt stated the appointed terms will begin January 1, 2010.  Commissioner Mosely said he was under the impression that county commissioners were each supposed to choose a representative from their district to be on the new KDCB board.  Ms. Brandt read from the recently approved bylaws, which states the KDCB executive director was to recommend nominations to the board, which can consist of no more than nine members and six non-voting members who would not have term limits.  Commissioner Mosely expressed a desire to set the term lengths of each appointee before commissioners voted on them.  A brief discussion followed.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the names proposed by Ms. Brandt with the understanding that the posts and terms of each person be voted on at the next meeting.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Commissioner Mosely recommended Vice Chairman Perry withdraws his motion and table this issue until the City of Bainbridge made their appointments to the board.  Vice Chairman Perry stated he thinks his motion should stand as it is.  A vote was taken.  The motion was approved with a 4 to 1 vote with Commissioner Mosely opposing.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the commissioners discussed a board appointment to the Tax Assessor Board but no action was taken at this time.   Chairman Rich stated an appointment to the Georgia Pines Community Service Board was discussed.  Commissioner Phillips made a motion to reappoint Anita Sexton to the Georgia Pines Community Service Board.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  

Chairman Rich stated some other personnel issues were discussed but no action was required at this time.  
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

