MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2009
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNAN LEATHERS.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Commissioner Mosely gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Administrator Tom Patton asked the board to approve the following amendments to the agenda:  Add consider approval of Department of Transportation Contract to widen and resurface John Sam Road; consider renewal of contract with Tinker & Associates for personal property update & training for the Tax Assessors’ office; and consider board to authorize the County Administrator to take the necessary action to implement the inmate firefighter program utilizing the qualified inmates housed at Decatur County Correctional Institute.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the amendments requested by Mr. Patton.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / DELEGATIONS

Chairman Rich recognized Ranger Van Smith with the Georgia Forestry Commission.  Mr. Smith updated the commissioners on the local forestry office’s work accomplished during the past year.  Mr. Smith stated the chief role of the Georgia Forestry Commission’s Decatur County Unit is to suppress forest land wildfires and set up firebreaks.  Mr. Smith stated of the county’s 399,040 acres of land, 255,200 acres or about 64 percent are considered forest land under the Georgia Forestry Commission’s protection.  Mr. Smith’s presentation included a variety of duties they perform and a variety of statistics.  Mr. Smith stated in July, Decatur County became the first county in South Georgia to develop a community wildfire protection plan, which identifies areas that have a higher potential risk for wildfires and property loss.  Mr. Smith stated to get a copy of the plan, citizens can visit the Decatur County Forestry office on Dothan Road in Bainbridge.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Chairman Rich recognized Ted Snell.  Mr. Snell attended the meeting to ask for support from the County Commissioners to allow casino gambling in Georgia.  Mr. Snell stated the industry would bring in higher paying jobs and income.  Mr. Snell pointed out that traffic counts show 27% of cars in other states that offer gambling are Georgia residents.  Mr. Snell asked the commissioners to speak to legislators and support this.
APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, November 10, 2009.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.   
OLD BUSINESS

No old business.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Renewal of Contract with Tinker & Associates.  Mr. Patton stated this contract was for personal property update and training for the Tax Assessors’ office.  Mr. Patton stated the language and cost of the contract was the same as last year’s contract.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve renewing this contract with Tinker & Associates.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Bids and Award Contract for Industrial Park Vehicle.  Finance Director Carl Rowland presented bids offered for a two door, long wheel base truck for the Industrial Park from Riverbend Ford and Laprade.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the low bid of $14,997.00 from Riverbend Ford.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the bid from Riverbend Ford in the amount of $14,997.00.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Vice Chairman Perry stated that invitations to bid were sent out to Dean Chrysler and Action GM but no bids were submitted from them.  Chairman Rich suggested Mr. Rowland contact these companies and find out why they were not bidding.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Consider Bids and Award Contract for DCCI Vehicles.  Mr. Rowland stated two vehicles were budgeted for the Decatur County Correctional Institute, a van to transport inmates and a Crown Victoria for the warden.  Mr. Rowland presented bids offered for a 2010 E-350 XL 15 passenger van.  Mr. Rowland stated while the low bid of $21,259.35 was from Allan Vigil Ford, he recommended the board approve the bid of $21,598.00 from Riverbend Ford.  Mr. Rowland explained the difference in the two bids was only $337.00.  Mr. Rowland stated there would be a $150.00 delivery charge from Allan Vigil Ford.  Mr. Rowland stated he would prefer to give the business to a local company with that little amount of difference.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the bid from Riverbend Ford in the amount of $21,598.00.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Mr. Rowland presented bids offered for a Crown Victoria. Mr. Rowland said Warden McCoy had expressed the immediate need for this Crown Victoria and Allan Vigil Ford had this car already in stock, where Riverbend Ford would take 60 to 90 days for delivery.  Mr. Rowland recommended the board approve the bid from Allan Vigil Ford in the amount of $20,782.00.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve the bid from Allan Vigil Ford in the amount of $20,782.00.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  Commissioner Mosely stated the Crown Vic from Allan Vigil Ford was a 2009 model and the one from Riverbend Ford was a 2010 model.  Commissioner Mosely asked Warden McCoy if the 2010 models were out yet.  Warden McCoy stated he was not aware of them being out yet.  A vote was taken and approved with a 4 to 1 vote.  Commissioner Mosely opposed.

Consider Approval of Speed Zone Ordinance for Decatur County.  Mr. Patton stated this was an ordinance the county receives every year from the Georgia Department of Transportation to set speed limits on roads in unincorporated Decatur County.  Vice Chairman Perry said nobody has been here to look at these roads in at least ten years.  Vice Chairman Perry said that if the speed limits set by the DOT for several Decatur County Roads stand, crashes and deaths will inevitably occur.  Vice Chairman Perry stated in order to have DOT change the speed limit on a particular road, the DOT must send traffic engineers to drive, observe and do traffic counts on the road before there will be any consideration.  Vice Chairman Perry stated that he was told that the DOT has no money to re-evaluate a road so the County would have to pay for it.  Commissioner Stafford stated the speed limits appear to be a bit arbitrary and requested we get a summary of criteria on how the speed limits are set.  Commissioner Mosely also brought up concerns of speed limits on some roads in his district.  Mr. Patton agreed to check with DOT officials about what criteria had been used to set the limits.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to table this issue until more information could be attained.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Memorandum of Understanding Between International Paper Company and Decatur County.  Mr. Patton stated this would extend the southern terminus of River Oaks Drive to Hales Landing Road using property the company deeded to the county.  Mr. Patton said the extension could serve as an access road when the city begins extending water lines to Hales Landing Road, a project the U.S. Army of Corps of Engineers has indicated it will pay for.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this memorandum of understanding.  Commissioner Phillips seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Department of Transportation Contract to Widen and Resurface John Sam Road.  Mr. Patton stated that DOT approved the widening and resurfacing of John Sam Road and recommended the board approve this contract.  Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve this contract.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Consider Approval of Board to Authorize the County Administrator to take the Necessary Action to Implement the Inmate Firefighter Program Utilizing the Qualified Inmates Housed at the Decatur County Correctional Institute.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to approve this authorization.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Commissioner Mosely asked if some of these inmates could be assigned to help the Georgia Forestry Commission.  Mr. Patton said it was a possibility after receiving additional training.

Chairman Rich asked for a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into executive session to discuss some personnel issues.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion. A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

After the executive session the Commissioners assembled back in the board room.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to go into regular session.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated the board went into executive session to discuss some board appointments and other personnel issues.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to appoint Marla Ames to the Southwest Georgia Housing Task Force.  Vice Chairman Perry seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Chairman Rich stated there was board appointments to the Tax Assessors’ Board and to the Department of Family and Children Services Board discussed during executive session.  Commissioner Mosely made a motion to appoint Ray Brock to the Tax Assessors’ Board.  Commissioner Stafford seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.  Vice Chairman Perry made a motion to reappoint Laura Winburn to the Department of Family and Children Services Board.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.

Larry Steiner asked the commissioners if there was any discussion concerning falsified documents submitted to the commissioners by a county employee.  Chairman Rich stated only board appointments were discussed during executive session. 
There being no further business, the meeting, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

