MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
PUBLIC HEARING – MILLAGE RATE
THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2009  6:00 PM
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN PALMER RICH, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. EARL PERRY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS AND DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, FINANCE DIRECTOR CARL ROWLAND, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING AND NEWS REPORTER BRENNEN LEATHERS.
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Rich called the hearing to order at 6:00 p.m.  After the call to order, Commissioner Smith gave the invocation and all those assembled pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Rich recognized Finance Director Carl Rowland.  Mr. Rowland said it was the county’s intent to keep the county’s millage rate at 8.56 mills.  Mr. Rowland explained while maintaining the millage rate the same as it has been since 2005 is not a true increase, the county is mandated by Georgia law to advertise the action as a property tax increase because recent commercial property reassessments have increased the total potential property tax revenue by approximately $7 million.  Mr. Rowland said because of Georgia Laws related to tax exemptions for properties set aside as forest land or for conservation use, Decatur County actually stands to lose $232,738.00 in overall tax revenue in the next fiscal year.  Mr. Rowland said keeping the same millage rate as last year requires the Decatur County Board of Commissioners to hold three public hearings to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on the projected increase in tax revenue due to reassessments.  Mr. Rowland presented graphics showing the following:  

(1) Historical millage rates by year starting in 1998 to present
(2) Historical trend – property tax support of budget, total revenue by year starting in       2000 to present
(3) A pie shaped chart of how taxes are used, millage rate distributions of 8.56 mills
(4) General fund allocations in dollar amounts.
(5) Area County Millage Rates in Southwest Georgia

(6) Area County Property Taxes in Southwest Georgia  

Chairman Rich opened the hearing for public participation.  Benny Hayes said 65% of the county residents are retired citizens on fixed incomes and urged the commissioners to consider this in their decision to raise taxes.  Mr. Hayes asked the commissioners to be fair and think of the elderly.  Mr. Hayes urged the commissioners to cut the budget in places that could be cut.  Chairman Rich said county commissioners have cut everything they possibly could from the budget and still offer services they feel obligated to provide citizens.  Chairman Rich said this has been one of the hardest years of budget preparations in the 11 years he has been a county commissioner.  Chairman Rich stated that Vice Chairman Perry and Commissioner Smith, who make up the Finance Committee, spent countless hours to get the budget within a range so we wouldn’t have to raise the millage rate.  Chairman Rich stated the commission was going to do everything in their power to hold the line on this budget.

There being no further business, the hearing, on motion by Vice Chairman Perry, was duly adjourned.  Commissioner Smith seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and unanimously approved.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  __________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

