MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WORK SESSION – OCCUPATION TAX ORDINANCE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2010
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN EARL PERRY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, GARY PHILLIPS, DR. CHARLES STAFFORD AND PALMER RICH, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TOM PATTON, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING, FINANCE DIRECTOR CARL ROWLAND AND COMMISSIONER ELECT FRANK LOEFFLER.
Chairman Perry called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.  Chairman Perry explained the primary purpose for this ordinance was for obtaining tax information from the Georgia Department of Revenue concerning those businesses and practitioners who are collecting and transmitting sales taxes to the Georgia Department of Revenue.  Chairman Perry said there would also be a possibility to increase revenue.    

Commissioner Rich questioned who discussed this ordinance previously and was the City of Bainbridge’s occupation tax ordinance looked at when this was prepared?
Chairman Perry stated this issue had been discussed previously.  Chairman Perry stated he had asked Planning Director Paul Soudi to gather information from various counties and cities to help put this ordinance together.  Chairman Perry stated that Mr. Patton, Carl Rowland, Paul Soudi and himself had worked several hours in gathering information and preparing this ordinance.
Commissioner Stafford stated during the budget work sessions held with the commissioners, this issue was discussed when mentioning ways to find revenue.  Commissioner Stafford stated it was generally agreed upon during these budget work sessions to have Finance Director Carl Rowland gather information on this issue.

Vice Chairman Mosely stated he was concerned that the County Attorney Brown Moseley was not asked to help draft this ordinance.

Chairman Perry stated County Attorney Moseley was asked to look the ordinance over and review the legal aspects of the ordinance and advise accordingly.

Finance Director Carl Rowland explained in depth the purpose of the ordinance and the advantages of having it.  Mr. Rowland stated the method he proposed for Decatur County was the gross receipt method, tax on gross receipts taken in.  Mr. Rowland stated for the manufacturing businesses, the taxes would be based on per full time employees.  Mr. Rowland explained the restrictions and exemptions on occupation taxes to be collected.

Mr. Rowland explained the taxation of real estate brokers. Mr. Rowland explained calculating the tax for manufacturing businesses.

Commissioner Rich questioned how the farmers and agricultural businesses would be taxed?  Mr. Rowland stated if you produce the products you sell, you would be exempt.   A brief discussion followed.

Commissioner Stafford had Mr. Rowland to explain the manufacturing and the nonmanufacturing business tax classes.

Mr. Rowland stated this ordinance was not designed to be for a revenue purpose but to comply with the State of Georgia to be able to look at the tax figures for Decatur County and get information.

Commissioner Rich said he would like to have this ordinance reviewed by the Development Authority, the Farm Bureau and the citizens of Decatur County before going any further with it.  Commissioner Rich stated the Development Authority is working hard to get industries in Decatur County and wants to be assured this ordinance would not hinder that progress.
Vice Chairman Mosely stated he would also like to get this information into the hands of the public and news media before bringing this to a meeting to be voted on.

Chairman Perry stated if this ordinance is not approved by the Board of Commissioners by January 1, 2011, the board would have to wait another year to put this ordinance into effect.

Commissioner Rich said a called meeting could be scheduled before January 1, 2011 if necessary but he wants to have this ordinance reviewed by the people he mentioned before voting on it.

Commissioner Smith said he felt the board didn’t do a good enough job at selling themselves and he felt it needed to be publicized and explained in the meeting before voting on it.

Vice Chairman Mosely suggested that section 27 pertaining to the penalty phase of the ordinance be reworded so that it appears less threatening.

The following was decided upon:

1)  Prepare copies of the ordinance for review and have available to pass out at the Commissioner’s meeting, December 14, 2010.

2)  Get a copy of the ordinance to the Development Authority and the Farm Bureau for their review.

3)  Scan a copy to have an electronic copy available.

4)  Get commissioners a list of subjects that citizens may ask about so everyone will be on the same page.

5)  Have Mr. Rowland present the ordinance at the next Commissioner’s meeting on December 14, 2010 and explain in detail.

6)  Inform the new commissioners coming on board the purpose of the ordinance and explain in detail.
With no further discussions, the meeting was adjourned.
Approved:  _______________________________________

                                             Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________________

                                        County Clerk

