MINUTES

DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WORK SESSION – REDISTRICTING
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2011
PRESENT:  CHAIRMAN DR. BUTCH MOSELY, VICE CHAIRMAN DR. CHARLES STAFFORD, COMMISSIONERS RUSSELL SMITH, FRANK LOEFFLER AND OLIVER SELLERS, COUNTY ATTORNEY BROWN MOSELEY, COUNTY CLERK BEVERLY KING, DAN BOLLINGER, MEMBERS OF THE DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION, MEMBER OF THE DECATUR COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND NEWS REPORTER JUSTIN SCHUVER.
Chairman Mosely called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  Dan Bollinger with the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission gave a brief outline of the purpose of this workshop.  Mr. Bollinger stated the Southwest Georgia Regional Commission purchased a software program called Business Analysis.  Mr. Bollinger stated with this program they are allowed to determine what the population is in each voting district.  Mr. Bollinger stated the rule is each district has to have less than 5% variation in each district.  Mr. Bollinger stated showed a diagram with the proposed districts.  Mr. Bollinger stated Commissioner Smith had requested some changes.  Mr. Bollinger stated the process has to be done by census block and when you move a census block from one district to another district, this program will show the total population in that district.  Mr. Bollinger stated it would also the minorities.  Mr. Bollinger stated another rule that must be followed is you cannot change a majority minority district to a majority non-minority district.  

Attorney Brown Moseley stated our intent was to keep district one and district three majority minority districts.  

After making a few changes, everyone was in agreement with the proposed districting.  

Vice Chairman Stafford stated the Board of Elections had concerns with the exiting voting precincts, they need to have some view of the changes relating to the Board of Elections and the Board of Education.  

Dr. Ray Chambliss with the Board of Elections stated the primary problem is if lines are moved the Board of Elections would have to notify the people if they are moved into a different precinct which could be costly.   Dr. Chambliss stated we would have to send out notices and some people do not pay attention to notices and would go to the wrong precincts anyway.  Dr. Chambliss stated the first year would be very difficult.  

Vice Chairman Stafford stated it would take the first year to make the people understand where to go.  Vice Chairman Stafford stated every commissioner needed to get a fill and application of where the lines are in their district to help make the people aware of where their precinct is located.  

Vice Chairman Stafford suggested the Board of Elections get in touch with E911 Director Tonya Griffin to see if they have point data throughout the county.  Vice Chairman Stafford stated this would help identify who lives within each precinct and would give them a mailing list.  

The meeting was adjourned.
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